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the Foundation, we are assured of long-term, professional management for the
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Don’t Miss the CCAC Classic 2001
August 14 at Spring Meadows Golf Course in Gray.
UMaine celebrity guests and prizes with proceeds 
benefiting the CCAC Scholarship Fund.
Call (207) 828-2327 or Kurt Marston at (207) 642-4638
THE LOBSTER INSTITUTE 
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Lobster College
September 13-16, 2001
Come spend a fabulous extended weekend at one of the most 
picturesque inns on the coast of Maine, the Oceanside Meadows 
Inn, in Prospect Harbor, and learn all about one of our greatest 
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or visit www.lobsterinstitute.org.
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Correction: In the Spring MAINE magazine, we incorrectly wrote that Rory 
Strunk '85 started his Resort Sports Network business with "his girlfriend 
at the time, Jennifer Sanger '85." In fact, Rory and Jennifer were married at 
the time.
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1,300 degrees 
awarded at May 
commencement
The weatherman was 
wrong Predictions called 
for a persistent morning 
ram to end prior to the 1:30 
p m. commencement cere­
mony at Harold Alfond 
Stadium on May 19. Unfor­
tunately, the cool drizzle 
didn't stop in time.
Discomfort aside, there 
was plenty to celebrate 
with more than 1,300 de­
grees conferred at the cere­
mony Three hundred thir­
ty-six of those were gradu­
ate degrees, with 21 at the 
doctoral level
Andrew M Mead, chief 
justice of the Maine Supe­
rior Court, was the com­
mencement speaker. As the 
president of UMaine's 
Class of 1973, the New Jer­
sey native spoke at his own 
graduation, held in the 
same place, 28 years ago
Mead addressed ques­
tions of law and justice, 
noting that the "minimum 
basic rules (that) are neces­
sary for a good life in an 
orderly society" are em­
bodied in the concepts of 
respect and responsibility.
"If all of us lived our 
lives guided by the stan­
dards of respect and re­
sponsibility, what a won­
derful world it would be," 
he said
Honorary doctor of hu­
mane letters degrees were 
awarded to two interna­
tionally prominent mem­
bers of the Maine arts com­
munity—distinguished au-
There was joy among UMaine graduates despite a damp com 
mencement ceremony on May 19.
thor Doris Grumbach and 
artist Jamie Wyeth
UMaine President Peter 
S Hoff presided over the 
ceremony, at which the 
name of each graduate was 
announced as he or she 
crossed the stage. Keith 
Hutchison of the UMaine 
biochemistry faculty, hon­
ored in April with the 2001 
Distinguished Maine Pro­
fessor Award, delivered the 
Celebration of Academia 
Ryan Anderson, a member 
of the University of Maine 
System Board of Trustees, 
brought greetings from the 
board. University of Maine 
Alumni Association Board 
of Directors Chair Gregory 
Jamison '72, '98G wel­
comed the graduates to the 
ranks of the 87,000 UMaine 
alumni
Four graduates share 
the honor of being valedic­
torian of the UMaine Class 
of 2001. They are. Kristi 
Carver of Beals Island, a 
landscape horticulture ma­
jor; engineering physics 
major Scott Cookson of 
Glenburn; Jill Fuller of 
Dixfield, who majored in 
communication sciences 
and disorders, and Gerti 
Pellumbi of Tirana, Alba­
nia, 3 business administra­
tion major Rebecca Ro/ar- 
10, a mathematics major 
from Bangor, is the class 
salutatonan.
f
Forestry and 
wildlife honor 
alums
The University of Maine 
Forestry and Wildlife 
Alumni Association has 
honored John W. McNulty, 
of Dox er-Foxcroft, and Lee 
Perry, of Wayne, with dis­
tinguished UMaine alumni 
awards The Association 
makes the awards annually 
to alumni who have made 
outstanding contributions 
to their fields
McNulty received his 
bachelor's degree in for­
estry from UMaine in 1978 
and began his long and dis­
tinguished career with
Seven Islands Land Com­
pany. He's used his exper­
tise to help lead forest prac­
tices in Maine and has been 
active in providing leader­
ship to the Society of 
American Foresters, both at 
the national and local lev­
els. Perry is the commis­
sioner of the Maine Depart­
ment of Inland Fisheries 
and Wildlife He received 
his bachelor's degree in 
wildlife management in 
1967 After serving several 
years as assistant director 
in the Arizona Game and 
Fish Department, he re­
turned to Maine in 1997 to 
take the commissioner 
post
Student inves­
tors recognized
The University of Maine 
Student Portfolio Invest­
ment Fund of the Univer­
sity of Maine Foundation 
(SPIFFY) was one of only 
15 student investmentI 
groups chosen to compete 
in the finals of the first an­
nual University of Dayton 
National Student Invest­
ment Strategy Symposium.
Alfred Doyle, of Seal 
Harbor, and Peter Swan- 
berg, of Lamoine, SPIFFY's 
student leaders, gave a pre­
sentation on their experi­
ence with the student in­
vestment group, and took 
questions from a three- 
judge panel. Approximate­
ly 300 participants from 47 
universities in 23 states and 
Canada attended the tw'o- 
day conference
4 Maine
The UMaine group, ad­
vised by professor of fi­
nance Robert Strong, was 
one of five finalists at the 
event, held in April in Day­
ton.
Strong says the judges 
were interested in the 
group's use of options to 
reduce risk and create ad­
ditional portfolio income. 
SPIFFY sometimes writes 
call options against stock 
the fund owns. By doing 
this, SPIFFY gives someone 
else the right to purchase 
those shares at a set price 
in exchange for a fee that is 
credited to the SPIFFY 
portfolio, regardless of 
what happens in the future
Despite the market 
downturn, the SPIFFY 
portfolio is only down 
about 0.52 percent of its 
value since October At that 
time, the value of the stu­
dent-run portfolio was at 
$898,324.
Andrew M. Mead '73, chief justice of the Maine Superior 
Court, was the 2001 commencement speaker.
This compares favor­
ably with a 12.96 percent 
loss in value of the S&P 500 
and a 36.4 percent loss in 
the value of the NASDAQ. 
"We've had better atten­
dance this year than we've 
ever had," says Strong.
"The market conditions 
have been thought provok­
ing because most students 
have only seen a market 
that's gone up," he noted
SPIFFY began in fall 
1993 with an initial invest­
ment of $200,000 from the 
University of Maine Foun­
dation. An additional 
$150,000 was added later.
Students' device 
could assist the 
blind
Two University of Maine 
engineering students have 
turned a bright idea into a 
low-cost prototype device 
to assist people who are 
blind. Rachel Morehouse of 
Bangor and Eric Soucie of 
Glenburn designed and 
built a machine that senses 
how close it is to objects 
and vibrates with different 
intensity depending on the 
distance.
"The idea came from 
Brian Higgins of Brewer 
who suggested it to our 
professor, Rick Eason," 
said Morehouse. "We took 
the idea and used it to com­
plete our capstone engi­
neering project."
All engineering stu­
dents complete a final cap-
I
UMaine students organize to combat hunger
On a spring weekend on campus, members of Circle 
K and Theta Chi gathered to raise awareness about, 
and to address, the hunger problem in Maine.
The purpose of the hunger event was twofold, ac­
cording to Whitney King of Circle K, the college-level 
version of the service organization Kiwanis Interna­
tional.
To help combat hunger in the area, organizers set 
out donation boxes at campus locations as well as at 
several downtown Orono businesses and collected 
more than 200 nonperishable food items. The dona­
tions were divided up and delivered to the Manna 
soup kitchen in Bangor and Crossroads Ministries in 
Alton later that day. The items contributed during the 
drive ranged from canned vegetables and egg noodles 
to spaghetti sauce and breakfast cereal.
To raise awareness, the students gathered at a park­
ing lot to form a human chain on College Avenue, a 
route traveled heavily by UMaine students, faculty, 
and visitors.
According to an interim report issued earlier this 
year by the Maine Commission on Hunger and Food 
Security, one-third of the jobs in Maine don't pay 
enough to cover the basic needs of a family. One of 
every 10 Mainers is at risk of being hungry. Forty per­
cent of Maine children under 12 are hungry or are at 
risk.
Whitney King, a third-year student majoring in ani­
mal science, co-chaired the service project with Chuck 
Buker, a junior in UMaine's spatial engineering pro­
gram and member of Theta Chi.
(From a story in the Bangor Daily News)
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stone project that requires 
them to apply what they 
learned during their degree 
programs. Morehouse and 
Soucie both received their 
bachelor's degrees in elec­
trical and computer engi­
neering on May 19
In a manner similar to 
sonar, the device sends out 
an ultrasound signal and 
receives the reflected signal 
back from an object.
"Since we know the 
speed of sound in air," says 
Soucie, "we can calculate 
the distance the signal has 
to travel starting from 
when it is sent to when it is 
received."
The device vibrates 
more strongly as its gets 
closer to an object and then 
stops vibrating altogether 
when it comes within six 
inches of it. To make it 
practical, the students kept 
the cost low.
The device measures 
about six inches long and 
two inches on a side and 
runs on three AA batteries.
"Our intent was to 
make a device for blind 
people that wouldn't cost a 
fortune," says Morehouse 
Other commercial devices 
accomplish the same pur­
pose but tend to be more 
expensive. Higgins is pres­
ident of the National Blind 
Veterans of America and 
says he plans to pursue 
development of the device.
"This device could be 
made a lot smaller and then 
mounted near the bottom 
of a cane," adds Soucie 
"That way it could warn 
people of how close they 
are to curbs and other po­
tential obstacles."
Alumni association executive director, Jeff Mills '83, was one 
of the many people who got to meet former U.S. Senator and 
astronaut, John Glenn, when he visited UMaine on May 1. 
Glenn spoke to an audience of 1,500 in Hutchins Concert Hall 
where he delivered UMaine's third William S. Cohen Lecture. 
The lecture series is a function of the William S. Cohen Center 
for International Policy and Commerce. Before the lecture, 
Glenn visited Boardman Hall where he was briefed on three 
NASA related research projects in the college of engineering.
The invention has al­
ready passed one test. 
Morehouse and Soucie 
won the "Most Market­
able" award in a regional 
student design competi­
tion at the Rochester Insti­
tute of Technology on May 
12.
Coach Walsh 
receives stem­
cell transplant
Following a stem-cell 
transplant at the National 
Institutes of Health (NIH) 
in Bethesda, Maryland, 
University of Maine head 
men's hockey coach, 
Shawn Walsh, is continu­
ing to make progress in his 
outpatient treatment.
His most recent round 
of treatments involved a 
week of chemotherapy 
which began May 10, to 
suppress his immune sys­
tem in preparation for the 
transplant, and the actual 
stem-cell transplant, May 
17 Walsh was formally re­
leased from NIH on Sun­
day, May 27, and under­
went his first outpatient 
testing Tuesday, May 29. 
He continued to undergo 
blood tests at NIH for sev­
eral more weeks to moni­
tor how his body accepted 
the stem cells
Walsh successfully un­
derwent surgery March 29 
at NIH in preparation for 
the stem-cell procedure. 
The initial surgery, known 
as debulking, included a 
left pneumonectomy (re­
moval of his left lung) and 
removal of cancerous tu­
mors located under his 
breastplate. The debulking 
surgery Walsh underwent 
was essential in prepara­
tion for the stem-cell trans­
plant because the number 
of cancer cells present at 
the time of the transplant is 
directly related to the suc­
cess rate of the procedure. 
Walsh, originally diag­
nosed with renal cell carci­
noma in early July of last 
year, underwent these pro­
cedures to eradicate cancer 
cells that had spread to his 
left lung and his sternum.
Stem cells are immature 
cells that develop into 
blood cells If the trans­
plant is successful, new 
cells will grow, multiply, 
and attack the cancer cells. 
The procedure involves 
transplanting stem cells 
from someone who is can­
cer-free and a very close 
genetic match to the cancer 
patient. Walsh's brother, 
Kevin, was the stem-cell 
donor for the procedure.
Prior to Walsh's arrival 
at NIH for the stem-cell 
procedure, he remarked 
about his brother's contri­
bution, "The average per­
son has 50-70 stem cells per 
measure of blood. Kevin 
has 290, which is by far the 
highest count my doctors 
have ever seen. My doctors 
were jumping with joy 
when they saw the count. 
What this means, is that I 
will have the advantage of 
more cells to fight my can­
cer," said an excited Walsh
Walsh had surgery to 
remove a cancerous left 
kidney at the Boston Med­
ical Center July 7,2000, and 
underwent immunothera­
py cycles at UCLA's Jons­
son Cancer Center in Au­
gust and October.
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Quaternary 
Studies expanding 
its scope
The University of Maine 
Institute for Quaternary 
and Climate Studies is ex­
panding the scope of its 
activities and putting an 
increased emphasis on cli­
mate research. Since the 
arrival last summer of Paul 
Mayewski and other scien­
tists who specialize in po­
lar science, the institute has 
added a new ice core stor­
age facility and the office of 
the state climatologist.
"Climate has always 
been a key integrating fea­
ture of our work," says 
George Jacobson, director. 
"But last year, when Paul, 
Gordon Hamilton, Greg 
Zielinski, and other re­
searchers agreed to join 
what was then the Institute 
for Quaternary Studies, we 
changed our name to give 
visibility to this aspect."
Mayewski, one of the 
world leaders in the field of 
ice core research, was re­
cently named co-director of 
the institute. "What we do 
complements the existing 
strengths at the university," 
says Mayewski. "The con­
centration of expertise in 
geology, computer science, 
marine studies, and other 
fields will enable us to go 
in new directions."
The institute now in­
cludes 22 faculty members 
from six departments: an­
thropology, geological sci­
ences, biological sciences, 
history, computer science, 
and marine sciences. The 
first of the non-agricultur- 
al organized research units 
on campus, it integrates re­
searchers across depart­
mental lines and enables 
faculty and students to 
share laboratory facilities.
"Our research is very 
broad: paleoecology, arche­
ology, glaciology, oceanog­
raphy, and other topics. 
Climate links them all. The 
new name positions us ef­
fectively for the future and 
gives us more visibility," 
Jacobson says.
Institute faculty and 
students have focused on 
Maine, but they also pur­
sue answers to questions 
worldwide. "The scientific 
questions that we deal with 
require us to go where the 
answers are. We can't un­
derstand how the global 
climate system functions 
without understanding the 
geographic patterns in at­
mospheric and ocean circu­
lation," says Jacobson.
Sail earns 
engineering 
students 
$10,000
Some budding engineers 
from the University of 
Maine have, in a way, fig­
ured out how to turn a pile 
of wood chips into $10,000.
The 17-mcmber team, 
competing in early April in 
the Energy Challenge 2001 
competition, constructed a 
79-square-foot sail for a 
boat race on Lake Lanier in 
Gainesville, Georgia. The
Abraham Furth (left), Kevin Bunker (center), and 
Adam Wintie.
UMaine students ride 
cross-country to support child 
abuse fund
Three UMaine students from Augusta - business 
majors Abraham Furth and Kevin Bunker, and en­
gineering major Adam Wintie - left after finals week 
for a 3,640-mile trek by bicycle from San Francisco 
to Washington, D.C. to raise money for the preven­
tion of child abuse. The three gathered pledges to­
ward their goal of raising $150,000 to benefit the 
Maine Children's Trust, a statewide non-profit or­
ganization established by the Maine legislature to 
prevent child abuse and neglect through advocacy, 
education, and community programming. Support 
for the cross-country journey, dubbed the "Black 
Bears for Kids Campaign," has included a donation 
of new touring bikes from Fuji America Advanced 
Sports and promotional advice by UMaine's mar­
keting department. The students rode 100 miles a 
day for 36 days, resting for nine days, reaching 
Washington around July 4. For Furth, this is his sec­
ond cross-country ride in two years to benefit those 
in need. Two summers ago, as a recent Cony High 
School graduate, Furth and a friend rode 4,600 miles 
from Anacortes, Washington, to Lubec, to raise 
$30,000 for a local shelter for abused women and 
children.
Photo by Monty Rand
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sail, fashioned over the 
course of the past eight 
months, was constructed 
from a 1,000 pound pile of 
pine wood chips.
The Energy Challenge is 
an annual event co-spon­
sored by the U S. Depart­
ment of Energy and sever­
al private and nonprofit or­
ganizations. It is designed 
to present college engineer­
ing students with challeng­
es that will help develop 
energy efficiency and 
waste minimization in the 
pulp and paper industry.
Each school's team had 
to design the sail on its own 
and determine the best 
size-to-weight ratio, com­
position, and strength
Teams are evaluated on 
the sail's performance dur­
ing a race, its weight, tear 
and tensile strength, and 
the novelty of its design.
The Unix ersitv of Maine 
team finished second 
among the five competing 
schools and won $10,000 in 
prize money to be used to 
enhance the chemical engi­
neering equipment at 
UMaine.
Monique Cote, a senior 
at UMaine and a chemical 
engineering major, said 
that the event was a partic­
ularly challenging one be­
cause the students were 
asked to create a finely 
tuned product from the 
most basic of materials.
"It was different from 
the other energy challeng­
es," Cote said
"This one was unique 
because we actually start­
ed with the wood chips. 
This was really an excellent 
opportunity to go over the
2001 Alumni Career Award recipient, Dr. Clifford Rosen 
'71, speaks at the reunion awards breakfast on June 10.
entire process "
John Hwalek, a chemi­
cal engineering professor, 
advised the team of 15 
chemical engineering and 
two mechanical engineer­
ing technician students
Last year, the UMaine 
team took first prize, and in 
1999 finished second
Alumni 
honored at 
Reunion 2001
Perfect weather, lots of ac­
tivities, and of course, the 
sharing of great memories 
by classmates all made for 
a fun-filled and highly suc­
cessful 2001 Reunion Od­
yssey on the UMaine cam­
pus on June 8-10
Among the weekend 
highlights were: a Friday 
Senior Alumni Luncheon; 
Friday evening class din­
ners followed by a stand­
ing room only performance 
by the Memphis Belles; a 
classic car show Saturday 
morning, a blood drive by 
the Class of 1971 com­
memorating one held 30 
years ago in support of 
Vietnam soldiers, and a 
performance Saturday 
evening at The Maine Cen­
ter for the Arts by the
* 
Wicked Good Band
Saturday evening's 
banquet at Wells Com­
mons included a talk by 
UMaine president Peter 
Hoff and recognition of the 
class reunion gifts.
Sunday morning's 
breakfast included a trib­
ute to the late Brownie 
Schrumpf '25. Professor 
Keith Hutchison (see story 
on page 14) was presented 
with his 2001 Distin­
guished Maine Professor 
blazer and medallion, and 
all of the 2001 award re­
cipients were honored.
This year's Alumni Ca­
reer Award went to Dr 
Clifford Rosen of Bangor, 
executive director of the 
Maine Center for Os­
teoporosis Research and 
Education at St. Joseph 
Hospital, and an interna­
tionally recognized leader 
in his field
The Pine Tree Emblem 
Award recipient was long­
time Black Bear trainer Wes 
Jordan '63, '69G The Hilda 
A Sterling'55 Class Corre­
spondence Award went to 
Judy Ohr Meader '61 and 
the 2001 Golden "M" 
Award was presented to 
Class of 1951 president, 
Joan Wiswell Beach
Black Bear Award re­
cipients included profes­
sor Dennis Cox, Ralph 
Leonard, Henry Page, and 
Ormand Wade '61 Block 
"M" Awards were pre­
sented to Constance 
Philbrook Leger '41, Smith 
McIntire '32, Richard and 
Shirley Lang Noyes '51, 
and Faith E Wixon Varney 
'56
Big Changes in 
America East
I
If you go to a UMaine bas­
ketball game next fall, you 
will have to get familiar 
with some new names for 
Black Bear opponents. The 
America East conference 
has parted ways with four 
of its southern- most mem­
bers—Delaware, Drexel, 
Hofstra, and Towson. 
Schools added to the con­
ference are the State Uni­
versities of New York at Al­
bany and Binghamton 
They will join current 
America East members— 
UMaine, Boston Univer­
sity, Hartford, New
8 Maine
Hampshire, Northeastern, 
and Vermont.
Because of scheduling 
difficulties, the four de­
parting schools will remain 
associate America East 
members this fall in men's 
and women's soccer and in 
field hockey. Towson and 
Drexel will also remain as­
sociate members in volley- 
ball. \
NSF grant will 
fund wood 
composites 
research
A $375,000 grant from the 
National Science Founda­
tion will enable university 
engineers to test the use of 
sophisticated electronic 
embedded sensors in 
bridges and other struc­
tures made with ad\ anced 
composite materials
Roberto Lope/-Anido, a 
faculty member in civil and 
environmental engineering 
and the Advanced Engi­
neered Wood Composites 
Center (AEWC), received 
the five-year NSF Career 
Award He is the fourth 
UMaine engineer since 
1997 to receive this presti­
gious National Science 
Foundation award, de­
signed to support research 
and promote improve­
ments in education
The results of this re­
search will provide re­
searchers and industry 
with a reliable method for 
monitoring the durability 
of fiber-reinforced polymer 
composite materials
UMaine retires Paul 
Kariya’s number 9 jersey
He only played college hockey for one and 
a half seasons, but Paul Kariya's impact 
on the University of Maine program was 
enormous. In his freshman season of 1992- 
93 he scored 25 goals and 75 assists for a 
school record 100 points. And he was in­
strumental in leading the Black Bears to 
their first national championship in 1993. 
His amazing season earned him the 
Hobey Baker Award in recognition of be­
ing the nation's best college hockey play­
er. He was the first freshman to ever re­
ceive the award.
Mighty Ducks star, Paul Kariya
In honor of Kariya's achievements, his number 9 jersey was retired during a 
ceremony at the UMaine alumni all-star game on July 1. He became the 13th UMaine 
player, or coach, to have his or her number retired.
Kariya left UMaine in 1994 to represent Canada in the 1994 Olympics. He then 
joined the Anaheim Mighty Ducks, where he has become one of the National Hock­
ey League's elite players.
Kariya was inducted into the UMaine Sports Hall of Fame in 1999 and was also 
selected for the Hocky East All-Decade team for the 1990s.
UMaine to play 
in fall NIT
The University of Maine 
men's basketball team will 
face the Umxersity of Ar­
kansas in the first round of 
the 2001 Preseason Nation­
al Invitation Tournament.
The Black Bears will 
travel to Fayetteville, Ai- 
kansas for a November 12 
game at the Bud Walton 
Arena. The winner will ad­
vance to the next round 
and a game against the 
winner of the matchup be­
tween UNC-Wilmington 
and Wake Forest.
"I've always been inter­
ested in being a part of the 
Preseason NIT because of 
the prestige and the nation­
al focus on these games, 
which are among the first 
played in the season," said 
head coach John Giannini.
The game will be the 
first meeting ever between 
the two schools (Courtesy 
of the Bangoi Daily Newt?)
New daisies 
developed at
UMaine
Mainers can now brighten 
their gardens with a new 
yellow flower produced at 
the University of Maine. 
The new plant is a cultivar 
of the common black-eyed
Susan—a type of daisy.
The new plant is named 
the Plainview Farm Daisy. 
It grows as tall as three feet 
and can be propagated by 
seeds or division. It grows 
in sites that have full sun­
light and well-drained soil. 
Samples are now planted at 
the Littlefield Ornamentals 
Trial Garden on campus.
The typical black-eyed 
Susan has one row of pet­
als arrayed in a disk 
around the circular eye at 
the center. The new variety 
has layers of petals that 
give the flower a full, 
rounded appearance.
UMaine's landscape 
horticulture program ac­
tively develops new culti­
vars of native plants.
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UMaine receives $1.5 million U.S. Army grant
Looking for New Ways to Analyze Information
By Gordon Bonin
T
he University of Maine 
has been picked to receiv e 
a $1.5 million grant from 
the U.S. Army to experi­
ment with a new way to analyze in­
formation that strings together hun­
dreds of personal computers rather 
than using one large one.
Known as distributive computa­
tion, the system will be tested to see 
if it can accurately model the flow 
of air through engines and around 
rockets being designed for military 
use.
The work may also give a boost 
to research and development in oth­
er areas such as predicting chemical 
reactions within airflows, which 
could help improve home furnaces
Once a cluster of 400-plus per­
sonal computers is up and running, 
Jake Ward, UMaine's director of in­
dustrial cooperation, said, "We're 
looking at it as a tool for research for 
many disciplines."
UMaine will work with a San­
ford-based company, founded by a 
UMaine graduate, that specializes in 
modeling fluid dynamics. Applied 
Thermal Sciences (ATS) will open an 
office in the Target Technology Cen­
ter in Orono, which is expected to 
employ three or four people in the 
first year, and then expand to six or 
eight, according to its president and 
founder, Karl Hoose '86
The ATS modeling involves high­
speed airflow over vehicles, includ­
ing planes and missiles, Hoose said.
"We conduct simulations of mis­
siles in flight," according to Jack 
Smith, ATS' vice president. "Using
computer models, we can conduct 
a simulation, modify some aspects 
of design, and see how they change 
the performance. The result is that 
we can reduce the cost to the Army 
of building and testing missiles "
The project will involve 
UMaine's computer science and 
engineering faculty and students, 
according to Ward
They and ATS personnel eventu­
ally will hook together more than 
400 off-the-shelf personal computers 
into a super cluster, Ward explained 
They will start with about 130 com­
puters in the first year
In distributive computing, rath­
er than using one mainframe com­
puter to perform a task, small com­
puters are strung together into a 
network. A problem is chopped into 
bits, and each computer is given the 
duty of working on one bit A serv­
er—a large computer— is then need­
ed to put the information back to­
gether.
Clusters and distributive compu­
tation are a "fairly young technolo­
gy," Ward explained.
The Army wants to know wheth­
er the distributive networks can be 
as accurate as large mainframes in 
the simulations they run, and 
whether they offer greater process­
ing power at a lower cost, Ward said
According to Hoose, distributing 
portions of a task among scores of 
computers can cut the cost "by a fac­
tor of 10" when compared to using 
one supercomputer
Ward explained that another sav­
ings will be in maintenance and re­
placement costs.
UMaine engineering folk plan to 
study the hardw are and see how fast 
information can be pushed through 
the networks, according to Ward 
UMaine's computer science people 
will check on whether the comput­
er codes that are used on big ma­
chines work well in clusters of small 
computers
In a similar vein, ATS staff mem­
bers plan to benchmark the perfor­
mance of codes written for the 
smaller machines against the codes 
tor large machines
The project marks ATS' return to 
Orono, where it was founded in 
1989 It had offices in the town's re­
search park until 1996, when Hoose 
moved the business to Sanford 
when his wife took a job in South­
ern Maine
ATS employs 24 people, about 
two-thirds of whom are UMaine 
graduates, Hoose said Being small, 
it makes sense for ATS to work with 
the university, he said, because of 
the breadth of expertise there
Also, the company is looking to
J
educate some of the students at 
UMaine, giving them experience in 
the hope that they will be interested 
in working for ATS after they grad­
uate, Hoose added
The $1 5 million grant runs for a 
year Already the university has ap­
plied for $2 million for the next fed­
eral fiscal year to keep the project 
going, Ward said
Story courtesy of the Bangor 
Daily News
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The Maine Campus
Survives a Financial Crisis
Support from the UMaine Student Government and a 
committed editor and staff keep the university's student 
newspaper from going under.
By Aimee Curl
I
T
he University of Maine's 
student newspaper, The 
Maine Campus, will con­
tinue publishing, thanks 
to a $10,000 grant approved by the 
Student Senate in April, and the de­
termination of a committed staff, led 
by editor Penny Morton '01.
When she arrived last fall, 
Morton was greeted by $20,000 of 
debt and a business side that had 
been losing money for six years.
Morton said she spent 48 hours 
without sleep, digging around the 
office, trying to figure out what went 
wrong
"We never found out what hap­
pened," she explained. "There were 
some really bad business practices, 
but we agreed to put it behind us. 
Our biggest change was that I made 
it clear there was to be open com­
munication between business man­
agers and editors."
Another change is that the Cam­
pus no longer pays its writers $10 a 
story They work for free The edi- . t.
tors also took a two-thirds pay cut 
to help keep the paper afloat w hen 
things got tight a tew months ago
"In a weird wa\, it was the best 
thing that could have happened to 
us. It concentrated the staft and kept 
the people who cared They're not 
in it for the money or to build their 
resumes. It's personal," Morton 
said. "There's no egos at The Maine 
Campus because I don't let there be. 
I'm not interested in anyone who 
doesn't have a good attitude "
Even with the pay cuts, the staff 
had to pound the pavement to keep 
publishing. "I was never outgoing, 
now I'll ask anyone for anything," 
Morton said
Even with their efforts, things 
were looking dismal earlier this 
spring, when they had to go from 
publishing three times a week to just 
once. "Literally we would go week 
to week, payroll to payroll We were 
ready to shut down," Morton said
That's when the student govern­
ment offered to step in They voted 
April 3 to give the paper money, but 
the cabinet voted the next week to 
rescind the decision
"They realized it w as against our 
financial policies and we have two 
big concerts coming up We had to 
be ready in case we didn't sell as 
many tickets as we needed to," said 
Student Senate president Kamal 
Shannak
After the senate determined that 
bailing out the Campus wouldn't put 
them in debt, they v oted 12-4 to sus­
pend their financial policies and 
giv e the paper $10,000 Shannak said 
the meeting produced an impressive 
demonstration of support for the 
paper
"The room was full, about 100 
people. Most testimony was in favor 
of giv mg the Campus money," he 
said "People w'ere thinking we were 
not giving them money because we 
didn't want to The speeches were
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about how important The Maine 
Campus is to the university We real­
ize that," he said. "However, if 
money is given without overriding 
our financial policies, other groups 
would come to us and say, 'Why are 
you doing this for them and not for 
us?'"
There was also concern in the stu­
dent government about setting a 
precedent by supporting the Cam­
pus, which is not an official UMaine 
organization.
Shannak said the $10,000 is the 
"students' money" that will come 
from unallocated funds that could 
have gone to other clubs or activi­
ties. Students also pay a communi­
cation fee—$10 every semester— 
about half of which goes to the 
newspaper.
The Student Senate loaned The 
Maine Campus $23,000 last year, 
which the paper later repaid. 
Shannak said he hopes $10,000 more 
is all the help they'll need but ac­
knowledged that some members are 
doubtful.
Morton said the Campus plans to 
return next fall, publishing three 
times a week. "It will take 
fund raising throughout the sum­
mer, but I'm pretty confident next 
year's staff will have money in the 
bank "
She said business manager, 
Randi Osgood, has cut spending by 
$15,000 in the past six months and 
advertising manager, Hannah Jack- 
son, has increased local sales 125 
percent.
Morton, who graduated in May, 
said last fall her goal was to leave 
the paper on a firm footing.
"After the decision last April, 1 
felt that goal had been realized," she 
said.
Over the past year, the university 
has kept a watchful eye on the inde­
pendently-run student newspaper.
"The university understands the 
need to maintain independence, but
Penny Morton '01 at The Maine 
Campus office last fall. Photograph by 
Kevin Bennett, courtesy of the Bangor 
Daily News.
everyone's supportive of what The 
Maine Campus does. We'd be willing 
to do whatever we could, advice, 
whatever means that doesn't inter­
fere with its independence," said 
spokesman Joe Carr.
Morton said retaining the paper's 
independence was key.
"Our university is so large and 
most people live off-campus. It's 
hard to get people involved. There's 
not a lot of school spirit. The paper 
gives that voice to students. It's a 
place where people can air griev­
ances and the administration can be 
called on it. It's a place to showcase 
students."
This story appears courtesy of the 
Maine Times
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2001 Distinguished Maine Professor, Keith Hutchison, also makes 
outstanding contributions in research and public service. And just to round 
his life out a bit, he studies and teaches ballet.
By Richard Broom
Photographs by Monty Rand
E
arly in Keith Hutchison's career, when a col­
league observed that he had all the makings 
of a good teacher, Hutchison felt rather insult­
ed. He hadn't worked, studied, and earned a 
Ph.D. to become a teacher He wanted to make his mark 
as a scientist
Over the years he discovered it is possible to do both, 
and he found that he did, indeed, have a gift for teach­
ing. Eventually he fell in love with it
Now, as a professor in the department of biochemis­
try, microbiology, and molecular biology, Keith Hutchi­
son is one of UMaine's most admired teachers, as well 
as a highly respected researcher and a champion of ser­
vice to the state. Because he so strongly exemplifies the 
university's three-part mission of teaching, research, and 
service, he is this year's recipient of the alumni associa­
tion's prestigious Distinguished Maine Professor Award. 
The award is sponsored by the Class of 1942
Hutchison's field is molecular biology, and his spe­
cific area of interest is the mechanism of gene expres­
sion-how an organism's genetic make-up determines its 
growth and distinctive traits.
He worked first with bacteria and then, at The Jack- 
son Laboratory in Bar Harbor, with mice. When he joined 
the UMaine faculty in 1984, he began studying the ge­
nomes of trees, specifically conifers. In addition to his 
primary faculty appointment, he is a cooperating pro­
fessor in the departments of forest ecosystem sciences 
and biological sciences.
"The common thread in my research has been genet­
ic control of development - what dictates a specific de­
velopmental path that an organism takes," Hutchison 
explains. "My interest, ultimately, is in trying to under­
stand the functions of different genes and what is in­
volved in turning them on and off."
Already he has earned quite a reputation for turning 
students on to science.
"Keith made science exciting, doable, and under­
standable," says Dawn Beaton Quelle '87. "Because of 
him I wanted to become a university professor, to do 
research, and to train new students in the same way that 
he taught me I credit him with helping me figure out 
what I wanted to do in life, and that is a priceless gift." 
Quelle is now an assistant professor of pharmacology at 
the University of Iowa
"Keith really excels in the classroom," says John Sing­
er, professor and chair of the department of biochemis­
try, microbiology, and molecular biology. "As a faculty 
member, I see it in the quality and depth of knowledge 
that his students bring to my courses "
Hutchison has won four UMaine awards for teach­
ing in the past five years including the Presidential Out­
standing Teaching Award in 1999 Recent students have 
hailed him as:
"The best professor I have had during four years of 
college."
"An excellent communicator, extraordinarily acces­
sible."
"An amazing teacher’"
One student, Chris McCarty, praises Hutchison and 
suggests a reason for his effectiveness and popularity as 
a teacher: "He talks to students like they are fellow sci­
entists." Hutchison has an uncommon ability to break 
down complex concepts into simple parts that are easy
14 Maine
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to understand. And by all accounts, 
he is a master of what he calls the 
"four Ps" of good teaching:
"The first is preparation, which is 
the really hard part," Hutchison 
says. "It requires a lot of work, es­
pecially in this field, which is chang­
ing so fast.
"Then there is passion, which is 
both the love of teaching and love 
of the field of study. I love this field. 
To me it is incredibly exciting to 
learn new things every day and then 
bring that into class."
Patience with students is the third 
P of good teaching, Hutchison says. 
The fourth is performance.
"To be really effective, I think you 
have to see the classroom almost as 
a stage and bring some showman­
ship to it. Students need to see the 
excitement we have for the field in 
order to get excited about it them­
selves.
"From the time I walk into the 
classroom until the moment I walk 
out, I have a ball."
Good teachers, Hutchison be­
lieves, do more than fill their stu­
dents' heads with information. They 
also inspire interest and curiosity, 
and they teach students how to think.
"I try to emulate his style by not 
only relaying information to students 
but also by showing them how to 
question existing knowledge and for­
mulate new ideas," says Quelle. "He 
is the best scientist I have ever 
known."
Hutchison has high expectations 
of his students and works them hard, 
often pushing them to achieve more 
than they thought possible. Then, as 
one colleague has observed, "He will 
cheer them on when they make it and 
be there for them if they fall."
Web Sites and Chalkboards
Among the faculty at UMaine, 
Hutchison has been something of a 
pioneer in using new communica­
tion technologies as teaching tools. 
He was the first in his department to 
use an on-line conferencing system 
and the first to use a web-based for­
mat for presenting course materials. 
He develops a comprehensive web 
site for each course and updates it 
throughout the semester with new 
material. Hutchison was one of the 
first on campus to teach a distance 
education course using compressed 
video.
"He has been a leader in incorpo­
rating new approaches and technol­
ogy," says Rebecca Van Beneden, a 
professor in the school 
of marine sciences and 
the department of bio­
chemistry, microbiolo­
gy, and molecular biol­
ogy. "He completely re­
vamped his molecular 
genetics course as a dis­
tance education course, 
simultaneously teach­
ing students at the Uni­
versity of Maine and 
The Jackson Laboratory 
via live video conferenc- 
ing." Graduate stu­
dents, post docs, and 
staff members at The 
Jackson Laboratory have been able 
to take Hutchison's courses without 
driving to Orono.
This fall he expects to be using 
technology that will allow more flex­
ibility and interaction with students 
in Bar Harbor and, in the future, at 
other sites around the state.
While he eagerly embraces tech­
nology as a way to reach more stu­
dents or enrich the learning process, 
he is, at heart, a traditionalist.
"In the end, I don't think there is 
any greater educational experience 
for a student than an inspired pro­
fessor with a piece of chalk. All the 
bells and whistles don't necessarily 
add anything unless the professor 
has the background and is working 
in a way that is inspirational."
“In the end, I 
don't think there 
is any greater 
educational 
experience for a 
student than an 
inspired professor 
with a piece of 
chalk.”
The Secret Life of Trees
Hutchison was a founder of the field 
of conifer molecular genetics, and he 
remains one of its leaders. One col­
league notes that Hutchison conduct­
ed experiments and adapted meth­
ods of research a decade ahead of 
anyone else in the field of conifer bio­
technology. Although he values sci­
entific inquiry and the discovery of 
knowledge for its own sake, he also 
is excited by the potential practical 
benefits of his research.
His work with conifers has pro­
vided the foundation 
for the emergence of 
many real-world appli­
cations. For example: 
currently, if a tree has 
certain desirable char­
acteristics, such as dis­
ease or drought resis­
tance, it can take forest­
ers years to get trees 
with those traits into 
mass production.
"But if we could 
identify the genetic 
switch that controls 
those characteristics," 
Hutchison says, "we 
could short-cut the process and have 
an immediate impact on the traits of 
trees that get planted." Hutchison 
also hopes his research will shed 
light on how trees adapt to environ­
mental changes and how people 
might be able to use that knowledge. 
Already, he and other scientists have 
found that identical trees grown in 
different climates genetically "pro­
gram" their offspring to thrive in the 
different environmental conditions. 
"The parents are setting up their 
progeny to be well adapted to the 
environment that the parents think 
they are going to be in," Hutchison 
says. Apparently, the parent trees are 
activating certain genes and turning 
off others. Once this mechanism is 
better understood, scientists may
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Keith Hutchison (center) is congratulated by UMaine president Peter 
Hoff (left) and alumni association chair Greg Jamison '72, '98G at the 
2001 Honors Commencement.
find ways to control it 
or take advantage of it.
"Many forest prod­
ucts companies are now 
raising their seed or­
chards in greenhouses 
and then taking the 
seedlings and planting 
them in different envi­
ronments," Hutchison 
says. "In the future, 
they may be able to get 
better results if they al­
ter the conditions in the 
greenhouse depending 
on where each batch of 
seedlings is to be plant­
ed."
New Frontiers
In the last few years, his research has 
branched out in yet another direc­
tion. He has begun working with ze­
brafish, a model organism for study­
ing problems related both to fish 
aquaculture and human health.
Hutchison was chiefly responsi­
ble for the creation of the UMaine 
Zebrafish Facility, which now is the 
organizational basis for a proposal 
to the National Institutes of Health 
for a major genome research center 
The proposed Center of Excellence 
in Advanced Genome Technologies 
would involve scientists in a variety 
of disciplines at UMaine, The Jack- 
son Laboratory, the University of 
Southern Maine, and the Maine 
Medical Center Research Institute in 
Portland.
The Center of Excellence would 
concentrate on the type of research 
that will follow the DNA sequenc­
ing of human and other genomes
"Once we have all the sequences 
identified, then we need to deter­
mine what all of these genes actual­
ly do," Hutchison says. "But we as 
biologists can't do that on our own. 
We need the help of chemists, phys­
icists, mathematicians, and compu­
tational scientists. We need to bring 
all of these disciplines together, and 
that is what we are trying to do with 
the Center of Excellence."
Department chair John Singer says 
Hutchison's leadership in bringing 
together scientists from multiple dis­
ciplines and institutions is "an effort 
to make the research capacity of 
UMaine and the state larger than the 
sum of its parts." That, he says, is a 
good example of Hutchison's service 
and value to the state.
Another effect of Hutchison's ef­
forts to foster collaboration may be 
greater enthusiasm for molecular ge­
netic research within the lamily.
"Keith's excitement about the po­
tential for growth of our program as 
well as collaborative programs with 
other departments is contagious," 
says Calah Tenny, the University of 
Maine Class of 2000 salutatorian. 
"This invests students in the future of 
the department and serves to increase 
alumni involvement."
Tenny is now a research assistant 
at The Jackson Laboratory.
When Keith Hutchison isn't wear­
ing his professor's hat, he is likely to 
be wearing his ballet slippers. His 
wife, Lucy, a Jackson 
Laboratory scientist 
who has studied clas­
sical ballet since child­
hood, began teaching 
him the fundamen­
tals. Then he began 
taking classes at an 
Ellsworth dance stu­
dio, where Lucy was 
teaching. In 1990 the 
Hutchisons bought 
the studio, and both of 
them taught classes. 
They sold the studio 
last year, but they still 
take and teach dance 
classes. Keith says he 
enjoys dance as both 
an artistic and a phys­
ical outlet. "It's a great
way to gain flexibility and strength 
and to stay in shape."
Besides, he says, dance and mo­
lecular genetics aren't all that dif­
ferent
"Both are about movement and 
interaction in time and space," he 
explains. "Also, the artist and the 
scientist both observe the world 
and then report on that observa­
tion. The only difference is that the 
scientist has to experimentally ver­
ify his or her report."
For Hutchison, another connec­
tion between his dancing and his 
science is that "when I leave cam­
pus I don't stop teaching. I go to a 
dance studio and teach some 
more." He has come a long way 
from those early days of his career 
when he turned up his nose at the 
idea of being a teacher. Now he 
thrives on it, and he is one of the 
best.
"To me, Keith embodies the def­
inition of a professor," Quelle says, 
"a teacher of the highest rank."
Richard Broom is a freelance 
journalist currently living in Bar 
Harbor.
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Dr. Robert D. Buchanan ’44
ALUMNI HOUSE
A Place to Call Home
The weather was perfect and the mood 
was festive as several hundred University 
of Maine alumni gathered to celebrate 
the groundbreaking on May 4th for the 
construction of the Buchanan Alumni 
House. The new building will house the 
staffs of the Alumni Association and the 
University of Maine Foundation and will 
serve as the central place to welcome all 
UMaine alumni back to campus.
In only 8 short weeks, the concrete has 
already been poured, the steel girders are 
in place, and the bricks are ready to be 
laid. Completion of Buchanan Alumni 
House is expected in the summer of 
2002. Several thousand alumni and friends, 
including fifty-two reunion classes, have 
contributed close to $7,000,000 to the 
project.
Thank You!
1
Buchanan Alumni Hous 1
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UMaine President Peter Hoff
K. Honored guests and 
dignitaries breaking ground 
on the new home for 
UMaine alumni
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Dr. Robert D Buchanan ’44 
and his wife, Pearlee 
University of Maine Catering 
Services created a 
confectionery replica of the 
house for the event
Honorary National Campaign 
Chair Judge William Treat ’40 
and his wife Vivian pose for 
photos
D. Alumni Association President 
Jeff Mills ’83, presents the 
official ground breaking 
shovel to Dr. Robert 
Buchanan
P James Dowe ’72, Maine 
Division Campaign Chair, 
and Dr Dianne Hoff 
recognize major contributors 
to the project
H. Maxwell Burry '57, former 
Alumni Association President
Smith McIntire ’32 
celebrated his 93rd birthday 
at the ground breaking 
ceremony
Alumni Association board 
member Tom Shields '62 
chatting with Maine’s second 
district congressman, John 
Baldacci ’86
J. Amos Orcutt ’64, President/ 
CEO UMaine Foundation
Percussion Master Michael Bennett '93
A Drummer's
Journey
By Jim Frick
M
ike Bennett's 
small house in
the quaint vil­
lage of Somes- 
ville is some­
thing ot a temple to drumming. 
Virtually every inch of space is 
filled with drum sets, congas, 
bongos, djembes, balafons, 
shakers, cowbells, and a daz­
zling array of other African and 
South American percussion in­
struments This is where Bennett 
spends hour upon hour master­
ing his art. This is where scores 
of Eastern Maine percussion stu­
dents have made the pilgrimage 
to develop their skills and draw 
upon their teacher's knowledge 
and approach to music.
rounded by music, Bennett 
didn't get his first drum (a 
snare) until the fifth grade, 
through the local school music 
program. He remembers it as 
being a "magical moment."
And although the family 
didn't have enough money for 
private lessons, Bennett's nat­
ural gift allowed him to rise to 
the top in every musical group 
he played in—at the Southwest 
Harbor schools and later at 
MDI High School Reading mu­
sic, keeping solid time, all came 
easilv for him
J
Bennett arrived at the Uni­
versity of Maine in 1980 still 
never having taken a private 
lesson. But that quickly
Drumming is Bennett's pro­
fession Playing and teaching p rcus­
sion are, as e puts it, "what I do " 
But that doesn't begin to describe 
what drumming means to him. It's 
his passion—a passion that provides 
inspiration, purpose, and direction
And drumming is intricately in­
terwoven with Bennett's journey 
through life—from a boyhood with 
a father who was a big band drum­
mer; to providing an outlet which 
helped him recover from substance 
abuse; to his emergence as arguably 
the best drummer in Maine; to pro­
viding the vehicle for developing an 
incredible bond with a community in 
West Africa
Bennett's father wasn't a schooled 
drummer, but he was a highly re­
spected one. He never taught young 
Mike how to play the drum set, but 
he instilled in him, at a very young 
age, a love of music and a strong 
sense of rhythm.
"There's always been drumming 
in my life," Bennett says, recalling 
his childhood on Mount Desert Is­
land. "I grew up with it all around 
me. I was pretty much destined to 
become a percussionist. When I was 
very small we listened to a lot of 
music, and my father would have 
me do little things like keep time 
with my hands or maybe find the 
two and the four beats of a tune."
Although he was always sur-
changed In Orono, he was able 
to hook up with one of the best jazz 
drummers in the state, Dave Sauci­
er '77G of Old Town
"Dave would come over from 
teaching school in Old Town to give 
lessons at the university," Bennett
*
says. "They were my first real les­
sons And after playing all these 
years I had to change my entire grip 
and technique. Dave opened up a 
whole world to me. His influence on 
me was enormous."
Bennett soaked up everything 
Saucier taught and put in hours and 
hours of practice to hone his skills.
He had entered UMaine a shy kid 
who thought he was way behind the 
other student percussionists in tech-
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nique and musical knowledge. By 
the time he was a sophomore he was 
the drummer for the 20th Century 
Music Ensemble and top dog in 
UMaine percussion.
Losing Controi
But while Mike Bennett, the drum­
mer, was on the rise, Mike Bennett, 
the UMaine student, was in decline. 
After five years at the university he 
still didn't have enough credits to 
graduate.
It wasn't that Bennett couldn't do 
the work. "I knew I could do well, 
but I just started blowing off class­
es," he says. "I would sign up for 
courses and never go."
The problem, it turned out, was 
that Bennett had developed a seri­
ous drug and alcohol problem. So se­
rious that he often found himself 
drinking a 12-pack of beer a day and 
smoking an ounce of pot a week.
"I was a mess. I don't want to use 
that as an excuse for my academic 
failures, but I was out of control."
Bennett finally left UMaine, with­
out a degree, in 1985. His life hit rock 
bottom in 1988.
"I finally just lost control over my 
thinking," he says "For a few days I 
didn't know where I was or what I 
was doing. Somehow, fortunately, I 
ended up at my mother's house. 1 
had chest pains and was having sei­
zures. My brother came to the house 
and finally called an ambulance. By 
the time I got to the hospital, I 
couldn't breathe."
Bennett ended up spending sev­
en days in detox then another 10 
weeks in rehabilitation.
After his close call with death, 
Bennett knew his only chance was 
to get help. He joined an alcohol/ 
drug support group, which he now 
credits with saving his life.
To provide stability and routine, 
he started lobstering with his broth­
er. And after a while he started prac­
ticing the drums again—this time 
with a whole new perspective and
Mike Bennett with his West African 
musician friends, Mohammed, Lamine 
Camara, and Bubah.
motivation.
With a second chance, and a new 
outlook on life, good things started 
happening.
At one of his support group meet­
ings he was introduced to the world­
class pianist Patti Wicks, who had 
just moved to Ellsworth. She invit­
ed him to a practice session with her 
and bassist John Gallagher. Wicks 
immediately sensed Bennett's ex­
traordinary musicality and talent 
and invited him to join her trio.
Hooking up with Wicks was just 
the motivation Bennett needed to 
elevate his playing to a whole new 
level.
"Joining Patti, well that made me 
work hard, because I wanted to be 
able to cut it," Bennett says. "She 
was giving me tapes of all this great 
jazz playing, and I really started to 
get into more straight-ahead jazz at 
that point. It was also when I really
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got into studying. I soaked up 
everything."
Bennett became "a method 
book junkie"—practicing and 
asking everyone questions vir­
tually all the time. Now, in­
stead of going out and getting 
wasted, he went to the drums. 
All of a sudden, music became 
very meaningful.
"The drugs and alcohol 
were a big block to my musi­
cal progress," he says. "How 
could I study and learn when I 
was stoned and drunk all the 
time? I think drumming, and 
especially practicing drums, is 
as much a meditation for me as 
any Zen practice. If I wasn't a 
drummer—if I wasn't doing 
this, I'd be in trouble."
Playing with the Patti Wicks 
Trio, Bennett's reputation be­
gan to grow. As a member of
proach to everything he does. When
____
happiest days of my life," he 
says proudly. A large poster­
size photo of the commence­
ment ceremony hangs in his 
Somesville house.
Completing his UMaine 
music education degree pro­
vided closure for Bennett, who 
says he carried a great deal of 
guilt and shame about what 
had happened during his first 
go-around at the university.
But the degree didn't really 
alter his career path He knew 
working in a school system was 
not for him He continued per­
forming, studying, and put 
more emphasis on teaching 
drums. His reputation as a 
teacher has grown to the point 
where he now has over 30 stu­
dents
One high school music di­
rector who praises Bennett's
the trio he performed with some of teaching is fellow UMaine alum
the greats of jazz, including Larry 
Coryell, Cecil Payne, Buddy De- 
he wanted to learn African drum­
ming he went to Africa, and the
Steve Orlofsky '74 of George Stevens
Academy in Blue Hill
Franco, Sheila Jordan, Ray Alex- same thing happened—he soaked "He's the best," Orlofsky says "I
ander, and Anita O'Day. In 1991 he 
jomed the jazz quintet "A" Train and 
several years later became part of 
the popular world music group, The 
Beatroots. It was with these two 
groups that he became intrigued 
with Afro-Cuban and South Amer­
ican rhythms and began his ongo­
ing pursuit of mastering a wide ar­
ray of hand drums.
To facilitate the learning curve, 
Bennett took some private lessons 
with music professor Stuart Marrs, 
who teaches percussion at UMaine 
and is a leading expert on authentic 
Latin American music.
Marrs was tremendously im­
pressed with his new student.
"It's hard for me not to be hyper­
bolic when I talk about Mike," Marrs 
says. "He's an amazing student, an 
amazing drummer, and an amazing 
person. As a student, he is like a 
sponge. You put the information out 
there in front of him and he soaks it 
right up and applies it beautifully 
and quickly. What sets him apart is 
that he takes a deep learning ap-
up everything he saw and heard."
Bringing Closure
After four years of sobriety, Bennett 
finally worked up the courage to call 
the University of Maine records of­
fice to get a copy of his transcript. 
He knew he had done well in music 
courses, but he was afraid of what 
the rest of his transcript would show.
"It was hard to make that call," 
he remembers "I'm thinking 'it's 
going to be impossible for me to fin­
ish.' But a friend from my support 
group urged me to call. He told me 
it might not be as bad as I thought. 
It turned out he was right, but it was 
a big deal for me."
Bennett had received about sev­
en Es, all in his nonmusic courses. 
He met with the music department 
chairman at the time, Ludlow Hall­
man, who encouraged him to return.
Three semesters later, in Decem­
ber 1993, Bennett received his Uni­
versity of Maine degree.
"My graduation was one of the 
like to have all my serious drum­
mers study with him And not just 
in terms of technique. He inspires 
them. They come back thinking 
about drums, with a burning desire 
to play and improve."
The Gambian Connection
Although Mike Bennett was, by the 
late 1990s, a "monster" drummer, he 
also enjoyed getting together social­
ly with amateur drummers interest­
ed in African music. It was at one of 
these drum circles that he met some 
folks who had been making trips to 
Africa, both to study drumming and 
for humanitarian reasons.
"There was a woman there who 
was going over that year and she 
kind of talked me into going," Ben­
nett says. "Before that I had no real 
longing to go to Africa. The only oth­
er country I'd been to was Canada. 
But for some reason I said, 'What the 
hell, I'll just do it.'" It was an impul­
sive decision, and one that had a 
dramatic effect on Bennett's life.
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"I know this sounds corny," he 
says, "but when I got off the plane 
in Africa, I looked down, and I can 
remember saying to myself, 'I be­
long here.7"
That sense of belonging came 
partly from the musical bond he 
shared, but even more so from the 
warmth of the reception he received.
"What got me were the people. 
All my fear was gone when I real­
ized that these were the most beau­
tiful, kind people I'd ever met."
The love for the people far out­
weighed the everyday difficulties of 
living in one of the world's poorer 
countries.
And while he was awed by the 
music he heard, the Gambian musi­
cians were equally impressed with 
their American visitor.
"I think I was able to connect so 
well because I am a drummer," Ben­
nett says. "They realized I wasn't 
just a tourist, there for some kind of 
'experience.' They saw I was a seri­
ous musician and they were im­
pressed. They would say 'you're the 
best tobab (white person) we've ever 
seen.'"
In those three short weeks he 
studied balafon (a single row Afri­
can marimba) with Keba Manne 
from neighboring Guinea. He also 
studied djembe with Lamine Cama­
ra, a member of one of the oldest 
djembe-playing families in Guinea.
The African musicians developed 
so much respect for Bennett that 
they gave him the Muslim name 
Omar. Perhaps the best tribute was 
that people in the compound gath­
ered to dance wherever he played.
Still, learning the intricacies of 
West African music did not come 
easily. Although melodically and 
harmonically the music is simple, 
the rhythms are complex.
"In America and Europe we think 
of music linearly—in a line," Bennett 
explains. "The beat progresses one- 
two-three-four. In West Africa it's 
more like a circle with a pulse, rath­
er than a linear beat. When I first got 
there I was fooled. I couldn't find the 
'one' of the beat. It was like a puz­
zle. Finally, I realized I had to ap­
proach the music the way they do."
A Second Home
By the time Bennett ended his first 
visit to The Gambia in February 
2000, he felt part of a family. He 
found it difficult to part with his 
new "sisters and brothers" and with 
a culture that he found so easy to 
identify with and absorb.
He knew he would be back 
soon—and for a much longer stay.
Indeed, Bennett returned to the 
Kanyi Kunda compound in The 
Gambia in the winter of 2001.
This three-month visit allowed 
him time for much more in-depth 
study with West African musicians 
and also to develop facility in the lo­
cal language of Mandinka.
"I had so much more time the 
second trip," he says. " My eyes re­
ally opened up to the opportunity 
that was here for me, both musical­
ly and just in terms of my life. I also 
began to think of how I might be 
able to help these people whom I 
had come to love."
This past winter he focused on 
studying the balafon. Next year he 
will concentrate on an array of oth­
er African instruments. The ultimate 
goal is to get a depth of knowledge 
and skill that will enable him to per­
form and teach at clinics and work­
shops in America.
"I think that what I have going 
on is very special," he says. "I'm not 
just going to West Africa to learn a 
little bit of this or a little bit of that. 
I'm seeing how it all fits together as 
an educator—I'm always thinking 
like an educator when it comes to 
music."
The people at Kanyi Kunda com­
pound know Bennett's commitment 
is serious—he just purchased an 
apartment at the compound and 
plans to spend winters in The Gam­
bia for the foreseeable future.
What's Ahead?
Mike Bennett never loses perspec­
tive on his past. He can tell you in­
stantly how many years and months 
he's been sober—13 years, four 
months and counting. Staying alco­
hol and drug free is always at the 
top of his priorities.
Professionally, he wants to con­
tinue pursuing his West African 
music connection with the hope of 
giving clinics around the country 
and perhaps even getting funding 
for a documentary on this engaging, 
but relatively unknown, music. Ul­
timately, he wants his efforts to bring 
some economic benefit to the peo­
ple who created the music. Toward 
that end he is producing a CD, 
"Gambia for the People," of origi­
nal, on-the-spot recordings he made 
during his visits. The proceeds from 
the CD will benefit West African 
musicians.
He will continue to teach and to 
perform in a variety of groups in­
cluding "A" Train and his own jazz/ 
funk group, Birdhouse. The latter 
group just completed its first CD, 
"Stumped," for which Bennett wrote 
the majority of the tunes and lyrics.
Other than that, Bennett is leav­
ing all the doors to the future open. 
And his uncanny learning ability, his 
dedication to his art, and his talent 
and versatility as a percussionist 
would seem to promise even great­
er things to come.
"Right now in my career I'm not 
on any fast track to success," he ex­
plains. "And I'm not looking to get­
ting to a specific place with my play­
ing. I will study this as long as I live 
and whatever happens, happens."
That said, he does feel that things 
are falling into place in his musical 
career. And as opportunities open 
for him, he has the skill and confi­
dence to take advantage of them.
"I really feel that some big things 
are going to happen for me," he 
says. "Now they may not, but right 
now, I'm feeling that way. I don't 
want to sound arrogant, but I'm re­
ally feeling as though I'm a force to 
contend with in the world of percus­
sion."
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Herbert Heughan '40
He Quietly Paved the Way for 
Black Men at UMaine
By H.H. Price
H
erbert Milton Heughan 
'40 is an unassuming, 
retired mathematics 
professor, who quietly 
helped to pave the way for black 
men to graduate from the Univer­
sity of Maine over 60 years ago and 
became, without acclaim, a hero for 
many black Mamers
Heughan himself did not gradu­
ate from UMaine and teach in Maine 
as he had planned. He had taken ev­
ery course offered by the mathemat­
ics department and even served as 
vice president of the math club; but 
toward the end of his studies he en­
countered racial barriers—barriers 
that were generally associated with 
other regions of the country, not 
Maine.
Let's meet this gentle man, who 
as the only black male resident stu­
dent at the university (there were a 
few woman commuter students), 
circumvented faceless racial dis­
crimination in his home state and 
went on to a distinguished career
Heughan was born in Northern 
Maine Junction in 1918 to parents 
from New Brunswick, who, along 
with a significant migration of 
blacks from Canada, settled in the 
Bangor area during the late 19th and 
early 20th centuries
His father, John Hewin, was 
about 10 when his family moved to 
Maine. His first experience of school 
in Maine was a precurser for what 
his son Herbert would be up against 
John's teacher told him his surname 
Hewin was incorrectly spelled and
Herbert and Josephine Heughan
should be "Heughan." The Hewins, 
or Heughans, did not read or write, 
so the incorrect spelling stayed with 
the family
When Herbert was 10, his parents 
moved their large family to a farm 
in Hermon The homestead, which 
is now owned by Herbert and 
Josephine, his wife of 44 years, (and 
to which they return every summer 
from North Carolina), is like the man 
himself: peaceful, in excellent shape, 
well grounded, and hospitable.
The Heughans were the only 
black family in Hermon. Herbert's 
father farmed and his mother 
worked as a domestic for a white 
Bangor family, making her way back 
and forth the 10-mile round trip as 
best she could She furnished their 
home with castoffs from the houses 
of Bangor's wealthy, so the home­
stead now has the charm of a hve-in 
museum
Herbert was precocious. He was 
reading a newspaper when he was 
four years old, placed in third grade 
when he started school, and gradu­
ated from Hermon High School 
when he was 16 At graduation 
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when each student received a book 
from the school that might help 
them in their life-quests, Herbert 
was given a cookbook. There was 
nothing culinary about Heughan, in 
skill or interest, but he was black and 
the stereotype of black cooks — or 
blacks can only cook—was initiated 
for the youngster who really wanted 
to be a teacher or a lawyer.
Herbert moved to Bangor to take 
the necessary additional courses at 
Bangor High School to enter the 
University of Maine He lived with 
Waldo Peirce, the famous painter, 
and his family from 1935-41, and 
worked for them and other white 
families who encouraged his educa­
tion at UMaine. A 1941 biographi­
cal sketch of Peirce and his work, 
by Margit Varga, perpetuates the 
black-cook myth by quoting Alzira 
Peirce as saying about Herbert, 
"He's ambitious to be a great cook, 
and I'm teaching him." There is no 
bitterness, only amusement, about 
this fact of life for Heughan when 
he comments about the sketch.
"They were just like family to me 
and I enjoyed reading about their 
paintings."
From the beginning of his studies 
at UMaine in 1936, Heughan remem­
bers people on campus saying he 
would never be able to graduate be­
cause he was a black male. He says 
it was not attributed to any policy or 
outright racism, just a "given "
"When 1 went there, there wasn't 
supposed to have been a black man 
to finish—and I didn't finish," he 
says, reflecting on this invisible bar­
rier
He was encouraged to teach mu­
sic instead of mathematics. It didn't 
seem to matter that he had no inter­
est or talent in music; Heughan was 
black and the old stereotype fit some 
adviser's mindset about Negroes 
and vocations.
But mathematics was definitely 
his forte and that's what he ultimate­
ly pursued.
Heughan struggled his first two 
years, partly as a result of a long, half- 
year illness, and was warned that he 
would have to bring his average up 
to continue. By his junior year most 
of his courses were in mathematics, 
and as a result his grades improved.
To meet the financial burden of 
college he worked several jobs and 
received some financial help from an 
"angel" in Bangor, while working 
toward a degree in education so he 
could teach in Maine.
The racial roadblock was up 
Other Black Teachers Have Faced 
Barriers in Maine
U
nfortunately, Herbert Heughan's story is not an isolated one. 
Other black UMaine alumni also ran into barriers trying to 
become teachers in Maine. Ada Peters Smith '27 and Beryl 
Warner Williams '35, both of Bangor, graduated from UMaine but 
couldn't teach in Maine because they were denied student teaching 
training. They left the state to get the training and subsequently to 
teach.
H. Althea Warner Mandel '40, sister to Beryl, observed the obstacles 
for black teachers in Maine and got around them by attending Bennett 
College, North Carolina, her junior year to get teacher training. In a 
1988 letter to this magazine she says she encountered racism through­
out her time at the university. "I was unable to participate in field 
experience observation and student teaching....The reason—African 
Americans excluded. The university advised the following: Change 
my major or attend another university." She returned to UMaine to 
receive her degree and left the state to teach.
John Ertha '55, of Bangor aimed to be a teacher in Maine. But to be 
hired to teach in Maine he says, "Would be like getting all dressed up 
with no place to go." Ertha graduated from UMaine with a B.A. and 
then went to Massachusetts where he had a distinguished career teach­
ing at the oldest school in America, Boston Latin Academy.
The first black person to graduate from a college now in the 
UMaine system and stay to teach in Maine was Ann Cummings Searcy, 
Old Orchard Beach and Portland. She graduated from Gorham State 
Teachers College in 1948 and taught school for 25 years in Portland. 
However, in her first job, at a school in Southern Maine, the principal 
verbally abused her because of her race. Searcy called in the state 
board of education examiners and the principal lost his job.
Carolyn Payne Tillman, of Holden, graduated from Washington 
State Teachers College in 1961 and taught in Limestone and Portland.
In 1996 Merita McKenzie, of Portland, who has taught in Maine for 
20 years, earned a master's in education from UMaine.
Nancy Dymond '97, of Bangor, appears to be the first black Mainer 
to graduate from UMaine with a bachelor's degree in education and to 
teach in Maine. She now teaches in Bangor.
According to the black community in Maine, it still has not had a 
male graduate in education from UMaine stay in the state to teach.
ahead, hindering him from getting 
that much wanted UMaine degree. 
As he approached his senior year, he 
inquired about his student teaching 
requirement, only to be met by a sur­
prising response.
"The teacher in charge of educa­
tion told me I could not student 
teach," Heughan remembers.
The inference, he says, was that 
because he was a black male he could 
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not lead a classroom, except perhaps 
in music, in Maine. Heughan could 
observe a classroom, which he did 
for the semester of Education 78 (Ed- 
78), but he could not teach. Without 
that experience there would be no 
degree in education.
Heughan did the limited class­
room observation for the course, un­
aware that he would receive a fail­
ing grade because he wasn't allowed 
to actually teach.
"It was a surprise to me," he re­
calls. "I didn't know anything about 
it. I hadn't paid attention until I was 
going through my record with some­
one and I said 'Oh, I got an F in that.'"
Heughan received a letter from 
the Committee on Administration 
(CA), dated June 19, 1940, saying 
they had a meeting on his status and 
decided he should not remain at the 
university—his grades were not sat­
isfactory. Of course, he had an F in 
Ed-78, although he had acceptable 
grades in all the other math courses 
A subsequent CA meeting came up 
with the alternatives that he could 1) 
go to another university or 2) take 
courses at UMaine but not for a de­
gree.
Heughan is quick to say he re­
ceived an excellent education at 
UMaine, a solid background in math­
ematics that would serve him well 
as he worked toward a master's and 
the equivalent of a doctorate. His 
quiet perseverance, personality, and 
brightness would benefit him as he 
overcame the obstacles and became 
a rarity in his time: a black professor 
of mathematics.
While a student at UMaine, he 
kept his own counsel about the un­
written challenge that he would not 
graduate. When he was notified 
about his academic status by CA, he 
wrote several southern black colleg­
es to inquire about admission. 
Hampton Institute (now Hampton 
University) in Virginia responded 
positively. They said that when he 
completed his degree at UMaine to 
come to Hampton for a master's.
During the summer of 1940, he 
pursued the CA to no avail, and 
wrote the university's president, 
Arthur Hauck, to ask for his help in 
transferring to another college. He 
had worked with Hauck's son in a 
summer camp and had met the uni­
versity president several times
"I have your July 31 letter," Pres­
ident Hauck wrote back to Heughan, 
"and I am interested in what you 
have to say I regret you did not get 
ahold of me earlier." Hauck went on 
to obtain the necessary recommen­
dations and secured an acceptance 
from Hampton for Heughan to com­
plete his undergraduate degree 
there.
In his letter to Hauck, Heughan 
did not raise the issue of the racial 
barrier to student teaching And to 
his knowledge the UMaine president 
was not aware of it
"I didn't bring it up with him, or 
anyone else," Heughan says "I just 
thought it was the policy, that's all 
Besides, I wasn't the belligerent type 
They told me I couldn't student teach 
and so I just assumed that I 
couldn't"
"Best wishes at Hampton," 
Hauck wrote the young man, who 
says that is exactly what he got 
Heughan immediately did his stu­
dent teaching, became a teaching 
fellow, achieved his bachelor of sci­
ence, and was a graduate assistant 
while working for his master of sci­
ence
Heughan took a job teaching gen­
eral science and mathematics at an 
all black, racially segregated high 
school in Virginia. He stayed for five 
years and did everything from dnv - 
mg the bus to coaching sports.
"It was the only black high school 
in the county and it sure was out in 
the country," Heughan laughingly 
describes the geographical isolation 
he endured. "I liked the job. And the 
students were so nice. I just didn't 
like the place "
One of the black colleges that 
Heughan had originally applied to 
was North Carolina Agriculture and 
Technical (A&T) College (now Uni­
versity). A&T sprung Heughan 
from isolation in 1948, when they 
sent him a telegram offering the job 
of teaching mathematics that anoth­
er UMaine alumna, Beryl Warner 
Williams '35 was leaving.
Williams, along with two other 
black women (Ada Peters Smith '27, 
and H. Althea Warner Mandel '40), 
graduated from UMaine, but they 
had to leave Maine, both to do their 
student teaching, and to pursue 
their teaching careers Without the 
Maine student teaching certificate, 
the barriers in the state were up 
Black women were just a little ahead 
of the black men in their graduation 
rates from UMaine, but they still 
confronted the same barriers to get 
a teaching job in the state
Heughan's 33 years at A&T is a 
success story and has a happy end­
ing The university mushroomed 
from post-WWII veterans seeking an 
education and Heughan worked 
tirelessly to piece together the equiv­
alent of a doctorate in mathematics 
Heughan spent his summers at Na­
tional Science Foundation programs 
and took courses at universities 
across the country Professor 
Heughan retired as chairman of the 
mathematics department at A&T. 
From 1972 to 1981, he served as 
chairman of the Chancellor's Com­
mission
He points with pride to another, 
brief honor from home President 
Hauck asked Heughan to represent 
him at the 1956 inauguration of Dr 
Willa Player, the new president of 
Bennett College, neighbor to A&T in 
Greensboro, North Carolina, and 
alma mater of his wife Josephine 
Hobbs Heughan
The Heughans return to Maine 
every summer and host or visit with 
the black community throughout 
Maine and New Brunswick Herbert 
Heughan has become a "teacher by 
example" for many black Mamers, 
a role model for going into the pro­
fessions. By enduring discrimina­
tion and then rising above it 
through a life of great dignity and 
accomplishment, he can also be 
credited with weakening the racial 
barriers at UMaine.
26 Maine
THE UNIVERSITY OF MAINE
r
I
or call
1-800-934-2586
/
Why it is so important.
Since 1961, the University of Maine Alumni Association 
has offered support to UMaine through the Annual Alumni 
Fund. In that time the fund has grown from nearly §62,000 its 
first year to more than §1.2 Million in Fiscal Year 2000. The 
Annual Alumni Fund allows The University of Maine to achieve 
the margin of excellence for which it has come to be known.
The Arts
Athletics
While every gift to the Annual Alumni Fund is important 
- no matter how large or how small - Unrestricted Gifts are 
of special significance. These gifts allow the Alumni Association 
Board of Directors to decide where the contributions will have 
the greatest impact. From Academics, through the Educational 
Projects Fund, to our support of the Arts, Athletics and Alumni 
events nationwide, Unrestricted Gifts to the Annual Alumni 
Fund allow the Alumni Association the flexibility to meet 
UMainc’s most urgent needs.
If you have already given to the Annual Alumni Fund 
this fiscal year Quly 1, 2000 - June 30, 2001), THANK YOU!
f
Your support enhances the Alumni Association’s mission. If you 
have not given, please consider doing so today.
/
Support UMaine on-line atwww.mainealunmi.com
^s/hank you for your support!
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Wherever the Wind Blows
That's the direction nostalgic adventurers can head on any 
summer day with Dan Pease '82, owner and captain of the 
historic Lewis R. French.
By Jane Lamb '70G Photographs by Joe Devenney
W
hen he pur­
chased the 
schooner Lewis
R Fiench in 
1986, Dan Pease '82, at 27, be­
came the youngest captain in 
the Maine Windjammer Fleet 
and skipper of the oldest con­
tinuously registered, working 
commercial vessel in the 
United States.
The Fiench was built in 
Christmas Cove, Maine, in 
1871 and plied the waters 
from Lubec, way Down East, 
to as far south as Boston, car­
rying everything from gran­
ite to lumber to groceries as a 
"coaster," the semi-trailer 
truck of the pre-highwav-sys- 
tem era After many pragmat­
ic metamorphoses, she was 
restored to her original schooner 
ng in 1976 and joined the vacation 
fleet, sailing now from picturesque 
Camden Harbor
The Fiench is a Registered Na­
tional Historic Landmark Her 
decking, timbers, and hull have 
been replaced many times in the 
course of her 130-year history, but 
Captain Dan is convinced that at 
least a portion of one of her origi­
nal oak timbers is still in place Her
Dan and Kathy Pease
rugged build, and stable 19-foot 
beam, quickly reassure even the 
most apprehensn e landlubber. (The 
time-worn expression "ship-shape" 
takes on real meaning from neatly 
coiled lines, gleaming brass and var­
nish, spotless paint, and the inge­
nious use of every square inch of 
space.) But for all that, she's no pok­
ey old dowager. The Coaster Class 
winner's trophy in the annual Great 
Schooner Race dwells often as not
in the French's main cabin
Dan Pease grew up in Wis­
casset, messing about in boats 
since grade school and work­
ing high school summers at 
the local yacht club Fiom the 
time he and his young triends 
played seafaring games, 
clamoring around the dere­
licts Hcspei and Luthei Little 
on the Wiscasset waterfront, 
he dreamed of one day being 
the master of his own \ essel
Two years at the Coast 
Guard Academy taught Dan 
he wrasn't cut out for the mil­
itary life "I had to be my own 
boss," he says To that end, he 
got a degree in business ad­
ministration from the Univer­
sity of Maine In attending the 
university he was following 
in a long family tradition. His grand­
father (Harvey Pease '14), his father 
(Alan Pease '52), his mother (Marg­
aret Murray Pease '52), and his sis­
ter (Kathryn Pease Foss '79) all grad­
uated from UMaine.
Dan worked summers aboard 
schooners and winters building and 
fitting them out. He helped convert 
the former Gloucester fishing schoo­
ner American Eagle to a windjammer 
and worked on the restoration of the
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French. It wasn't long before he was 
her part owner. "I was always a sav­
er," he notes modestly when asked 
how that was possible. In the Yan­
kee tradition of a smart young sea­
man's rapid rise from crew to offic­
er to owner-master of a ship, the 
next step was inevitable.
"Haul away together!" Pease 
sings out as eager passengers line 
the deck to raise the mainsail for yet 
another adventure among the 
spruce-clad islands of Penobscot 
Bay. "Halfway there!"comes the 
good-natured cry of encouragement 
familiar to repeat sailors, who can't 
get enough of this exciting vacation. 
Neither can the captain. He's obvi­
ously enjoying himself as much as 
his passengers Their help is all part 
of the fun and is most welcome, but 
the regular crew—mate, cook, and 
galley mate, can easily sail the 
schooner by themselves.
Even when Dan exchanges his 
usual shorts and T-shirt for oilskins, 
the wind whipping his long beard, 
he's no Captain Ahab. But don't be 
fooled by his irrepressible grin. He's 
an experienced commercial captain 
who handles heavy weather with re­
assuring calm. He can find his way 
through the granite quarried islands 
of Merchant's Row into Stonington 
Harbor in dense fog, with or with­
out the assistance of the latest elec­
tronic gear on board. He can turn the 
65-foot schooner around on a dime 
to retrieve a wind-blown hat (and 
incidentally carry out the mandato­
ry Coast Guard man-overboard 
drill).
Nevertheless, Captain Dan is a 
romantic like the folks who sail with 
him. They come from all over the 
country to turn back the nostalgia 
clock to the historic days of sail. 
They experience the thrill of run­
ning down to Isle au Haut before a 
stiff breeze, taut white canvas 
against a brilliant blue sky, lee rail 
dipping perilously close to the
More about the French
Built in 1871, the Lewis R. French 
is the sole survivor of the thou­
sands of coasting schooners built 
in Maine in the 19th century.
Built as a pure sailing vessel, 
the French soon earned a reputa­
tion as being fast and able to get a 
cargo in on time. As a 29-year-oId 
vessel, the ship was thoroughly 
rebuilt in 1900. In the mid-1920s 
she had a small auxiliary engine 
added and as a result caught fire 
at the Belfast wharf. The schooner 
was again rebuilt, this time with 
full auxiliary power and a limited 
sail plan. It was as a motorized 
freighter that the French finished 
out an unprecedented 101 years of 
carrying cargo on the Maine coast.
waves rushing by, then dropping 
anchor in some quiet cove for a 
hearty dinner on deck and a night 
sky brimming with more stars than 
a town dweller ever knew existed.
What could be more romantic 
than the meeting of Dan and his 
wife, Kathy? She came with friends 
from Wisconsin to sail on another 
schooner, but through a fortuitous 
mix-up, found herself aboard the 
French. It was love at first sight for 
the, until-then, confirmed bachelor. 
Kathy was suddenly recruited as 
fill-in cook. It was a match She's still 
a regular substitute for absent crew 
members. Two summers ago, she 
was back as full-time cook, along 
with their seasoned young sailors, 
Joe, 11 and Billy, 9. Lately, growing­
boy activities keep them ashore and 
Kathy is tied up as soccer mom, 
business manager, ship's chandler, 
and harbor pilot. When asked about 
destination, Captain Dan answers, 
"Wherever the wind blows." Some­
times it can be as far east as Mt. 
Desert Island. The French has even 
joined Tall Ships events in Boston. 
One certainty is the ritual lobster 
bake on some remote island. No 
matter the weather, Dan can find a 
sheltered beach.
Another big thrill is sailing un­
der the Deer Isle Bridge, which arch­
es 95 feet over Eggemoggin Reach. 
From below, it always looks as 
though the topmast won't clear. On 
the quarter deck, the captain, a su­
perb yarn-spinner, builds up the 
drama, arguing on the radio with an 
irate (imaginary) "bridge keeper." 
After days of gourmet meals from 
the galley's wood cookstove, long 
relaxing hours watching osprey, ea­
gles, sea ducks, and even the occa­
sional whale, spiced with sudden 
weather changes and other surpris­
es, the excitement isn't quite over. 
One of the most challenging feats of 
seamanship comes as the French 
makes her way into Camden Har­
bor. The cook goes overboard in the 
yawl boat to push, Kathy and anoth­
er helper run out in an outboard 
craft to take tug lines, and with the 
captain at the helm, the schooner is 
turned around amongst fancy 
yachts and a few carelessly moored 
cruisers to back into her narrow slip 
Breathless suspense and running 
comedy bring the trip to a memora­
ble climax.
The French sails on four and six- 
day cruises from Memorial Week­
end to Columbus Day Winters, Dan 
builds boats and repairs gear in his 
barn. For a winter vacation Dan, 
Kathy, and a few other schooner 
families take a seafarer's holiday, 
sailing in the Caribbean.
And what will Dan Pease do 
when he retires from the windjam­
ming business, some long years 
hence? "Go sailing!" is his instant 
reply.
Adapted from an article in American 
Profiles (with permission) and other 
previously published articles by Jane 
Lamb. Lamb, who has sailed many 
times on the Lezvis R. French, is a 
freelance writer living in Brunswick. 
She received an M.Ed. from UMaine.
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Christine Hastedt '68 
receives national 
award
Christine Hastedt '68, who cofound­
ed the Maine Equal Justice Project 
in 1995, was awarded the Kutak- 
Dodds Prize for 2001 in June. She is 
the first Maine recipient of the 
award.
Hastedt has spent her career rep­
resenting low income people before 
administrative agencies and the leg­
islature.
She was nominated by Mary 
Henderson, the other co-founder for 
the Maine Equal Justice Project.
"I know of no other person who 
has spent 30 years with such dedi­
cation and commitment to bringing 
legal skills and a voice to people 
who otherwise wouldn't be heard," 
said Henderson.
Hastedt also helped form a state­
wide advocacy group, the Maine 
Association of Independent Neigh­
borhoods, which works with the 
Maine Equal Justice Project to im­
prove welfare, medical programs, 
and tenant and utility rights poli­
cies.
The prize, which carries a cash 
award of $10,000, was presented at 
the National Legal Aid and Defend­
er Association National Awards 
Dinner.
Hastedt was also recently recog­
nized by the Maine House and Sen­
ate.
"Seven legislators spoke on the 
value of her work and her integrity 
as a lobbyist," Henderson said.
Hastedt started as a paralegal in 
1971 with Pine Tree Legal Assistance 
in Portland.
In the nomination, Henderson 
wrote, "Today, thousands of low in­
come families are insured by Med­
icaid, thousands of low income par­
ents have access to higher educa-
Brenda Kerr '92 talks to fifth graders in Oakland prior 
to her 2,168 -mile Appalachian Trail hike. Photo by JD 
Adams, courtesy of the Kennebec Journal.
tion, and tens of thousands have 
access to prescription drug cover­
age," because of Hastedt's efforts. 
(From an article in the Kennebec Jour­
nal.)
Alan Banister '65 
receives award for 
teaching excellence
Alan Banister '65, a math/science 
educator at the Pine Point School in 
Connecticut, has received one of the 
country's highest teaching 
awards—the Presidential Award.
Banister traveled to Washington 
to accept the honor and a $7,500 
grant for his school. While in the 
national's capital, he met with mem­
bers of Congress and the adminis­
tration to discuss educational issues.
About 2 million science and math 
teachers were eligible for the honor, 
competing first on the state and then 
the national level.
Banister is a Connecticut native 
who graduated from Tabor Acad­
emy before enrolling at UMaine.
After graduating from 
the university, he 
served as a second 
lieutenant in the Army 
Corps of Engineers, in­
cluding a tour in Viet­
nam.
He joined the staff 
of Pine Point in 1976 as 
the assistant head­
master and head of the 
upper school. He 
eventually left the ad­
ministration to devote 
full time to teaching. 
(From an article in the 
Westerly Sun.)
AT hike by Brenda 
Kerr '92 followed 
on-line by school 
children
As Brenda Kerr '92 progresses on 
her hike of the Appalachian Trail 
this summer, her adventure is being 
shared by hundreds of schoolchil­
dren. Kerr is keeping a daily on-line 
journal that appears on a web site 
called Kid's Place. It is informing 
young readers about the trail, back­
packing, and nature.
Kerr prepared for many months 
for the 2,168-mile trek and is deter­
mined to finish on top of Mount 
Katahdin in late summer. Only 15 
percent of those who start actually 
make it the entire way.
"I am really planning on hiking 
the whole way," she told the 
Kennebec Journal. "I say to myself all 
the time, 'I'm an AT through-hiker.'"
As of mid-June, she was averag­
ing about 12 miles per day, was clos­
ing in on the 1,000 mile mark of the 
trail, and was in good spirits.
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A review of the first book by Vietnam veteran nurse Susan O'Neill '84
Capturing the Heartbreak and Humor of War
By Robert Whelan
Short Stories 
of Vietnam
SUSAN O'NEILL
Don't Mean 
Nothing is Sus­
an O'Neill's 
first collection 
of short stories 
and its subject 
is one she 
knows best—
U.S. Army 
hospitals in 
Vietnam from
May 1969 to June 1970. She knows 
because she was there for those 13 
months as an Army nurse at three 
different hospitals in three different 
locations, Phu Bai, Chu Lai, and Cu 
Chi. While each story stands on its 
own, they are linked together 
through common characters and 
common thematic issues
The book is divided into four sec­
tions, a brilliantly moving introduc­
tion, and one section for each of the 
hospitals at which she was sta­
tioned. The range of the stories is im­
pressive, from the poignancy of a 
GI's love for a Vietnamese child in 
"Butch," to the humor of the vicious, 
scavenging, yet seemingly inde­
structible monkey in "Monkey on 
our Backs," to the terrible pain suf­
fered by burn victims in 
"Prometheus Burned " These stories 
capture the gamut of emotions ex­
perienced by those who served in 
Vietnam in settings different from 
the usual war stories. Yet these are 
exactly beautiful war stories. They 
capture a prevailing sense of irony,
Robert Whelan teaches English at 
UMaine, including a course on the 
literature of the Vietnam War. He 
served two tours in Vietnam and 
retired as a U.S. Army Lt. Colonel. 
in that the war, which is horrible in 
so many ways, is seen as beautiful, 
especially by those who were there 
and can see the beauty and human­
ity through the horror.
In fact this collection of stories 
smells like the American war in Viet­
nam: the horribly burned flesh, the 
blood, the JP 4 fuel burned by heli­
copters, the human excrement 
burned in 55 gallon drums to make 
room for more human excrement in 
the portable latrines, and the im­
mense heat, which intensified all 
smells It's all in this book—the pain, 
heartbreak, humor, desperation, 
emotional numbing, and compas­
sion shared bv women and men in 
all wars
It's become a cliche that the 
meaning of the Vietnam War for 
those who participated depended 
when you were there, where you 
were "in country," and what your 
job was. But, O'Neill's collection 
manages to capture some elemental 
feelings about the war that tran­
scend time, place, and circumstance.
Nurses were exposed periodical­
ly to the physical dangers of the war 
through rocket, mortar and ground 
attacks on the bases in which hospi­
tals were located. Nurses were killed 
in these attacks and their names ap­
pear on "The Wall," The Vietnam 
Veteran's Memorial. However, I ex­
pect the most distressing wounds 
suffered by these nurses were psy­
chic. In his poem, "For Cissy Shel- 
labarger, R.N., Wherever You Are," 
Larry Rottmann describes this phe­
nomena succinctly. A head-wound­
ed soldier is triaged and passed over 
by a doctor:
But an Army nurse 
(someone told me later)
just as weary and rushed 
and young
had already seen enough 
death that night
and simply decided to 
buck the odds one time
"Nobody croaks on 
Cissy1" she warned both me and 
God.
And she was right
I didn't die.
In fact, I suspect the more 
grievous wounds were hers.
Young, idealistic, and fresh out 
of nursing schools, these young 
women came to Vietnam to heal 
and nurture but came against a 
beast that was oftentimes beyond 
healing and nurturing Nurses who 
triaged soldiers, determined which 
ones needed immediate attention, 
which ones could wait for treat­
ment, and which were "Expect­
ants," those expected to die who 
were the lowest priority for treat­
ment It is no wonder that some ex­
perienced survivor guilt As if this 
circumstance was not enough, these 
young women watched young men 
enter the hospital broken and 
burned with missing limbs, crying 
in pain and fear, tried to comfort 
them and save their lives, some­
times winning and sometimes los­
ing. These boys, I've been told by 
some Vietnam veteran nurses, re­
minded them of their prom dates 
who got sidetracked on the way to 
pick them up and encountered 
some horrible flaming meat-grind­
er.
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These experiences provide the 
raw material of O'Neill's wonderful 
collection and her imagination illu­
minates particularly telling aspects 
of the feeling of the war in Vietnam, 
at least the feeling that I and most 
of my Vietnam veteran friends have 
of our time "in country."
O'Neill's introduction sets the 
tone for this work of creative fiction. 
Here she describes the book as "a 
collection of short stories that taken 
together almost comprise a novel." 
Tim O'Brien wrote a similarly struc­
tured series of Vietnam stories (The 
Things They Cai i ted) which he called 
"creative fiction."
And she is clear that she "served 
in a war that was substantially dif­
ferent from the one fought by male 
soldiers" who, when wounded, 
were "dropped on us by helicopter 
from an alien world." She goes on 
to describe the stories as "about men 
and women, mere human beings, 
living in a surreal world."
Clearly the emphasis of these sto­
ries is on the humanity of the char­
acters with all of their foibles There 
is no gauze over the lens that views 
these characters either, as O'Neill 
tends to view her Vietnam War­
world with an unapologetic, no­
bull, there-it-is vision, one that re­
flects exactly the unofficial view of 
the war presented and praised by 
Michael Herr in his classic book 
about war, Dispatches.
Writing on the way men vastly 
outnumbered women in Vietnam, 
she states that this fact "defined us 
and governed our existence. We 
could have been ugly as toads; we 
could have dragged our knuckles in 
the dust and picked our noses in 
public. It wouldn't have mattered. 
We were pulled by demand into a 
vast sea of men." Romance, then, 
seems engendered by an immense 
physical desire and the need to sal­
vage some small bit of kind, human 
touch in places where the most 1m-
About the Author
s ue O'Neill had the un­usual distinction of be­ing a pacifist when she served as an Army op­
erating room nurse in Vietnam 
in 1969-70. Thirteen months as
an eyewitness to the devastat­
ing results of battles, bombs, 
and boobytraps only fortified 
her anti-war feelings. I
The war also took an emotional and spiritual toll. "Vietnam aged me," 
she said in a 1987 interview. "It didn't mature me, it just made me old." 
She knows she was lucky to be with her husband Paul, a fellow vet whom 
she met and served with in Vietnam.
"I was fortunate because I was with someone who had been through 
it," she says. "We didn't even have to talk about it—we understood 
how that experience had changed us—what our reaction to things would 
be."
While the war experiences never left her, O'Neill settled into a life 
which included raising three children, working at various jobs, and even­
tually enrolling in UMaine to get a degree in journalism and advertis­
ing. At the time she was living in Bar Harbor where Paul worked as a 
hospital administrator.
It was at the university that she first wrote about her experience in 
Vietnam. It was in the form of a letter to her daughter. A decade later a 
rewritten version of that story would become the first chapter of her 
book.
Following graduation from UMaine, the O'Neills moved to Andover, 
Massachusetts, where she worked for a local paper and did a consider­
able amount of freelance public relations work.
It was in the mid-1990s, 25 years after her return from the war, that 
Don't Mean a Thing began to take form. "I had reached the stage in life 
where distance makes things clearer," she writes in the introduction. 
"So at last, in middle age, I began to put Vietnam down on paper."
Writing Don't Mean Nothing helped O'Neill exorcise old ghosts. But 
writing the book had also brought out an urge to revisit the small South­
east Asian country which had so impacted her life. She and Paul de­
cided to do a bicycle tour of Vietnam.
The trip not only helped to heal a lot of wounds, it also led her to a 
publisher for her book. Boston Magazine ran one of her stories from the 
Vietnam bicycle tour. A book agent read the story and contacted her, 
asking for a copy of her book. He loved it and pursued a publishing 
contract with Ballantine. Don't Mean Nothing will be available in book­
stores in November.
O'Neill, the pacifist, hopes her book will give readers an expanded 
view of the impact of war. "The effects go far beyond just the people 
doing the actual fighting," she says.
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portant things were the casualties of 
the war.
This view, cynical yet mildly 
hopeful, is clearly set forth in the in­
troduction and is continued in the 
stories. More to the point, this col­
lection seems a valiant and success­
ful attempt to save a small sense of 
humanity amidst the waste of the 
war, a war that O'Neill believes 
"don't mean nothing." The first sto­
ry, "The Boy from Montana," exem­
plifies some of this attitude It is told 
to an unnamed, new nurse at Phu 
Bai by one Agnes Reedy, who has 
been "in country" for six months 
She and others in the operating 
room (OR) are desperately trying to 
save the life of the boy from Mon­
tana, who has been wounded in the 
chest The attempt, while exception­
ally vigorous, almost obsessive, is 
futile. Although he has a "finger­
tip sized hole" in his chest, the real 
danger was reflected in his back, 
"the exit wound, where all the dam­
age was" and which Reedy had not 
checked One needs to check all 
around and probe deeply into the 
heart to truly assess all the damage 
of the war; this collection so probes
The cynical attitude is reflected 
in one character, Scully, who first ap­
pears in "The Exorcism" set in Phu 
Bai, but he also appears in Chu Lai 
and Cu Chi He is comfortable in 
Vietnam. While not entirely malev­
olent, he is first described as having 
a "long pointed nose and beady eyes 
of a rodent." Others reserve a dis­
dain for him because he has the sit­
uation in Vietnam figured out and 
will use his understanding to his 
personal advantage He's a person­
nel clerk, a position that wielded 
considerable unofficial power in the 
corrupt world of the war. Scully 
knows where his interests lie. In a 
story from Chu Lai he says
"The truth lieutenant? I'm a 
clerk." He shrugged. "What'm I 
gonna do back in the world? Be 
somebody's receptionist?" He lifted 
a mock receiver to his ear "Mr Shit- 
zowski can't see you right now, Mrs. 
Shitzowski — he's busy porking his 
secretary." He barked a laugh "See, 
lieutenant, you-all get the crap, you 
nurses and techs. Me, I get respect 
Not to mention a tidy reup bonus 
and a sergeant's stripe. Give me a 
couple of hitches, I'll rule the 
world."
Another representative character 
is the "lifer" major, an old-style 
Army nurse, who owns the maraud­
ing monkey in "Monkey on our 
Backs." Complaining to her about 
the monkey proves futile as she 
dotes on it as she would a child or a 
Chihuahua She has the "official" 
view of Vietnam and, reminiscent of 
WWII, she sings "Bali Hai" in the 
shower While she appears only in 
a limited role, there are others who 
also represent this 1940's idea of a 
war in the Pacific and see the Viet­
nam War as an extension of WWII 
O'Neill neatly juxtaposes them to 
the new generation who are doing 
the tough jobs the grunts, the nurs­
es and the OR techs
Many books about the war, both 
fiction and nonfiction, try to de­
scribe what was left in Vietnam by 
individuals and even by America 
Billy Joel in "Goodnight Saigon" 
Remember Charlie 
Remember Baker 
They left their childhood 
on every acre
Robert Olen Butler in On Distant 
Giound even has the protagonist go 
back to Vietnam at war's end to seek 
a son he never knew he had. Viet­
nam veterans have gone back to 
Vietnam by the thousands (includ­
ing O'Neill) to try to find something 
they left there and to come to terms 
with the experience One story in 
Don't Mean Nothing, the previously 
mentioned "Butch," addresses this 
issue of leaving vital things behind 
in the war. August Wray, a Spec 4 at 
Phu Bai and a former potato farmer 
from Maine, falls in love with a 6- 
year-old Vietnamese boy in the hos­
pital to correct a deformity in his 
legs The love is boundless and de­
scribed in heartwrenching terms. 
The way the sense of loss and of 
leav ing something precious behind 
in Vietnam is developed makes it, 
perhaps, the most poignant story in 
the collection
Don’t Mean Nothing is a signifi­
cant book, a must-read for anyone 
interested in the way humans be­
have in extreme conditions. The ti­
tle was a mantra in Vietnam, a 
phrase depicted strongly in the 
movie, Hamburger Hill, which re­
flects the psychic numbing that was 
needed to survive that surrealistic 
world But behind this facade, this 
desperate attempt to shut off feeling 
the emotional pain, is the realization 
that things do mean something and 
the understanding of some meaning 
is what makes us human
Don't Mean Nothing in many plac­
es reveals the deep cynicism of the 
title, but it also reflects a funny kind 
of hope in some stories, a hope to 
survive physically and emotionally. 
The story, "Hope," is an ironic look 
at the emptiness of conventional 
views of hope, as Bob Hope's emp­
ty jokes and well-endowed young 
women in his traditional Christmas 
show provide only emptiness and 
despair True hope seems to be re­
flected by the lieutenant, a nurse 
who appears regularly throughout 
the book Traumatized by untreat- 
able wounds and missing limbs, dis­
respected by those with the "offi­
cial" view of the war in Vietnam, she 
nonetheless survives and is reward­
ed by a gift from an old friend, the 
ubiquitous Scully. The gift is, as the 
lieutenant herself says, "a hand for 
my performance in Vietnam." And 
I give Susan O'Neill two hands and 
five stars for a beautifully construct­
ed collection of true war stories.
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A Night-Sea Journey
Michael Alpert '72G
Published by Constance Hunting, 
2000
"I watch the 
tide breathe
"They intended 
to live but were
more pressing 
business ”
waylaid
Michael Alp­
ert has made a book which is unusu­
al, not only in its content, but also in 
its form. Only the right-hand page 
has text, and the text may be two 
words, or a few sentences. Going 
from page to page, one senses a con­
nectedness, although the pages stand 
alone, similar to pieces of drcams 
half-remembered. The images are 
strong but open Read a page and see 
what images appear. The words seem 
like the first sentence to a great nov­
el, leaving the reader to finish the sto­
ry*
Michael Alpert graduated in 1972 
with a master's degree in library sci­
ence and is currently the director of 
the Maine University Press He has 
been called a "master printer" and in 
1990 won the Stephen Harvard Prize 
for Excellence in the Book Arts for a 
hand-made edition of the 17th cen­
tury operatic masterpiece of Chris­
toph W Gluck's, Orfeo Ed Eundice
Alpert is a Bangor native, and is a 
local contributor to the arts. For six 
years he was the president and chair­
man of the board for Open Space, a 
non-profit educational organization. 
He has also owned and operated a 
gallery and framing business, and 
Theodore Press, all in Bangor.
This book not only brings 
thoughts and images to mind from 
the sparse text, but also, because of 
its form, is an invitation for the read­
er to linger with the words.
This book can be ordered from 
PUCKERBRUSH PRESS, 76 Main 
Street, Orono, ME 04473.
Teaching Goodness:
The Answer to Columbine 
Neil J. Troost '56, Ph D.
1st Books Library, 2001
‘Teaching goodness: 
Qliejlnswtir to Cofamtiiiw
Seif J. Thw.tf M D.
Neil Troost 
graduated from 
the university 
with a B.S. in 
education and 
was a member 
of Theta Chi 
fraternity. He 
has been an 
educator for 
many years and
is the author of eight books and nu­
merous research articles in profes­
sional journals. This book is the re­
sult of five lectures given at Harvard 
University. It's based on his experi­
ences of fatherhood and his years of 
teaching at both the college and high 
school level.
He has written a book which dis­
cusses some of the reasons behind 
incidents such as the Columbine trag­
edy in our society. In the first para­
graph Troost says, "Parents, who 
once had full authority for raising 
children, today apologize for their 
own existence and dare not impose 
their moral values on the children. 
They inadvertently conspire with 
pop culture to prevent the develop­
ment of the character necessary to 
sustain American democracy."
This book's straightforward ap­
proach reminds us that our children 
cannot be ignored, abused, or over­
indulged without some serious con­
sequences.
Books may be ordered from 
lori@lstbooks.com.
Grave Goods
Essays of a Peculiar Nature 
John P. O'Grady '80, Ph.D. 
University of Utah Press, 2001
U R a V £ GOODS John O'Grady 
has written a 
book of short 
essays called 
Grave Goods. 
The title is de­
fined, before
the book be- JOHN * O GKAO*
gins, as "Ob­
jects placed 
with the deceased on burial. They 
may represent the personal posses­
sions, offerings to the dead man's 
spirit, or provisions for the spirit in, 
or on its journey to, the afterlife." 
Grave Goods includes ghost stories, 
macabre modern legends, and meta­
physical investigations, all informed 
by natural sciences, history, philoso­
phy, literature, and mythology.
Much of the storytelling revolves 
around his days at Maine where, in 
1980, he received a B.S. in forestry, 
and in 1983 an M.A. in English. There 
are many references to his college 
days, one of them, his reference to 
"the bear." "The other famous cam­
pus landmark was in front of the 
gym: a bigger-than-life-size statue of 
a black bear. The bear is the Univer­
sity of Maine mascot, and this one 
had been around since the days of 
Rudy Vallee. I've seen a yellowed 
photo of old Rudy standing next to 
this bear."
O'Grady went on to get his Ph.D. 
from the University of California and 
is now associate professor of English 
at Allegheny College in Meadville, 
Pennsylvania, where he teaches en­
vironmental writing and American 
literature.
He also has written the book Pil­
grims to the Wild. Books can be pur­
chased by contacting: The Universi­
ty of Utah Press at 801-585-9786, or 
email at: mritchie@upress.utah.edu.
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Looking Back
He Put UMaine on the Map
Remembering entertainer Rudy Vallee '25 on the 100th anniversary of his birth.
H
e only spent one year as 
a student at UMaine, 
but entertainer Rudy 
Vallee did as much to 
promote the name of the university 
as anyone. It was on a 1930 radio 
show that Vallee introduced the 
"Stein Song" to the general public 
No sooner had the program ended 
than dozens of telegrams poured in 
asking about the song. He single­
handedly propelled a six-eight time 
marching song into a huge hit that 
won over the hearts of millions of 
people around the world Vallee's 
upbeat version of the "Stem Song" 
sold over 600,000 copies (a phenom­
enal number for the time) and be­
came the only college song ever in­
cluded on the National Hit Parade 
of popular tunes.
Suddenly, people everywhere 
knew about a small state university 
in Maine UMaine enrollment in­
creased considerably the following 
year.
Through all the success, Vallee 
didn't forget his roots He gave roy­
alties from the sale of the "Stem 
Song" to the Memorial Union Fund.
Vallee, who was born in Vermont 
on July 28, 1901 and grew up in 
Westbrook, entered the University of 
Maine in 1921 The following year 
he transferred to Yale so he could 
take more music courses and also 
study pharmacy. Following his 
graduation, he and his small orches­
tra known as the Connecticut Yan­
kees made its debut at the Heigh Ho 
Club in New York City. In 1929 
Vallee was hired by NBC to host an 
hour-long radio show, which be­
came the very first variety show on 
the American airwaves.
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It was on this show that Rudy in­
troduced such future stars as Kate 
Smith, George Burns, Eddie Cantor, 
Bob Hope, Alice Faye, and Edgar 
Bergan He's also credited with be­
ing the first radio host to bring in 
black entertainers as guests
The radio show launched Vallee 
on a successful career as a singer, 
bandleader, and Broadway and Hol­
lywood star.
With his trademark megaphone 
in hand, Vallee is considered the first 
great American crooner—followed 
by stars such as Bing Crosby, Perry 
Como, and Frank Sinatra
When the United States entered 
World War II, Vallee enlisted in the 
Coast Guard as a chief petty officer. 
There he assembled some of the fin­
est musicians in the country as the 
leader of the Coast Guard Band.
Over the years, Vallee appeared 
in over 30 movies, perhaps the most 
famous being his portrayal of J.B
Biggley in How to Succeed 
in Business Without Really 
Trying. He had perfected 
that role in a three-year run 
on Broadway in the early 
1960s.
Later in his career 
Vallee was known for his 
one-man show that fea­
tured the best songs and 
humor from his long ca­
reer.
He brought that show 
to the University of Maine 
in 1975, when he returned 
as the honored guest at the 
Class of 1925 50th reunion 
October 11,1975, was offi­
cially proclaimed Rudy 
Vallee Day by then Maine
Governor James Longley
The weekend was a huge success 
During halftime of the football game 
he conducted the Black Bear March­
ing Band in a \ ersion of the "Stein 
Song." And that evening, a full 
house gathered at Memorial Gym­
nasium for Vallee's evening concert 
At the conclusion he was given a 
standing o\ ation
Vallee never returned to the 
UMaine campus again He died on 
July 3, 1986, following a bout with 
throat cancer and a severe stroke. He 
is buried at Saint Hvacinth's Ceme- 
tery in Westbrook.
Once while performing in Maine, 
Vallee was asked what he would like 
on his tombstone He instantly 
smiled and replied, "Fill the Steins 
to Dear Old Maine."
Information for this story was 
supplied by Bert Pratt, Class of 1943.
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What’s better, is that every time you use your card to make a purchase, MBNA, the 
student and alumni services an 
introductory Annual Percentage Rate on cash advance c
Call tod ay to apply for the University of Maine Alumni Association MasterCard.
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Call 1-800-523-7666 today to 
request the University of Maine 
Alumni Association MasterCard
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